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14th Kerala Philatelic Exhibition
26 -29 November 2019

Olympia & Bhagyamala Auditoriums

Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium

Thiruvananthapuram

A  tribute to the philatelists in India
and abroad who strive to sustain

“Philately” as “The king of hobbies”
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As the nation commemorates the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, Department 
of Posts have issued a set of seven Commemorative Postage Stamps. Through these circular 
stamps, issued for the first time in Independent India, the Department endeavours to 
capture a few dimensions of his well-rounded personality and pays a tribute to the colossus.
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 Creative and informative stamps not only serve the purpose of transmitting a postage prepaid postal 

article, but also, exchange and disseminate all over the world a precise replica of the country’s culture, heritage, 

flora and fauna, personalities, institutions and its developments. Philately as a hobby over powers the momentous 

pleasures of video games with its infinite variety rightly turned as a store house of knowledge and information 

to the present and future generations. The philately heritage of Kerala takes back to the erstwhile princely state 

of Travancore and Cochin, which had its own native postal system called “Anchal” rich with varieties of postage 

stamps which are of immense philatelic value. 

 Referred to by Mahatma Gandhi as the “Evergreen city of India”, the city of Thiruvananthapuram is 

characterized by its undulating terrain of low coastal hills and the lush green canopies over the major roads inside 

the city. It is a coincidence that the Kerapex 2019 Philatelic exhibition is now being held in Thiruvananthapuram 

during a period when the Nation as a whole is celebrating the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Foreword

Mrs. Sharda Sampath
Chief Postmaster General

Kerala Circle 

 Kerala Postal Circle shares its pride and pleasure in organizing the 14th 

Kerala Philatelic Exhibition – KERAPEX 2019 at Bhagyamala Auditorium and 

Olympia Auditorium, Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram 

from 26th to 29th November 2019. This is the 2nd time after 2007 that a 

State level exhibition is being held at Thiruvananthapuram – the capital city 

of Kerala, which is unique in its vibrant beauty, richness in culture and the 

religious harmony. 

 A unique feature of Kerapex 2019 is the abundance of more than 400 Philatelic frames from 171 participants 

like important national institutions, Army Postal Service and the display of fine collections of nationally and 

internationally renowned philatelists. 38 numbers of dedicated exclusive frames on the theme “Mahatma Gandhi” 

will be yet another star addition of the exhibition.

 Another unique feature of Kerapex 2019 is the overwhelming participation of school children in the various 

programmes organized like quiz, philatelic workshops, seminars, postcard painting competition, Deen Dayal 

Sparsh Philatelic scholarship and Dhai Akhar letter writing competition which help associating the new generation 

to the informative and educative value of philately as a hobby.

 The relentless support, efforts and co-ordination extended by all the members of various committees, sub 

committees, philatelists, participants, and institutions are the success of this event- Kerapex 2019. I also express 

my sincere gratitude to the members of the jury, eminent philatelists and those who have contributed with their 

articles in the souvenir. 

 The Postal fraternity of Kerala Postal Circle feels privileged and rewarded in holding the exhibition which 

definitely helps in propagating the heritage, and relevance of the Postal system expanding the horizon of knowledge 

in the minds of the younger generations through stamp collection.

Sharda Sampath
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Mrs. Sharda Sampath
CPMG Kerala

Shri. Jitendra Gupta
PMG NR

Shri. Sayeed Rashid
DPS [HQ] CO

Shri. Kalyan Dan
AD[Philately] CO

Shri. Balasundaram, 
Retired APMG,Tamilnadu Circle

Shri. Soorej Kumar
PANA, Thiruvananthapuram

Shri. M Devan, AAO 
[BD] CO

Smt. Viji M R 
DA [P] Tvm

Shri. Manoj Kumar 
DPS NR

Shri. R Joseph Rahul
DPS CR

Vice Chairpersons

Secretary Joint Secretary Treasurer   

Members

Chairperson

Shri. P Mohanachandran Nair 
Secretary

Ananthapuri Philately Association
Thiruvananthapuram
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Press and Publicity Committee

Publication Committee

Exhibition and Allotment Committee

KERAPEX SECRETARIAT

Smt. Sharda Sampath, CPMG, Kerala

Shri. Jitendra Gupta, PMG, NR

Shri. Sayeed Rashid, DPS [HQ] 

Smt. Jayasree G, SAS, CO

Smt. Meera M Satheesan, OA [LC] CO

Shri. Dhanush Sadasivan Nair, OA [PG]

Shri. Ajith MTS [LC] CO

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Members

:

:

:

:

:

Shri. Jitendra Gupta, PMG, NR

Shri. R Joseph Rahul,DPS, CR

Shri. Surekh R Nathan,SSPOs TVM North

Shri. Ajith Kurien,ASP (HQ) TVM North

Shri. G Gopakumar, ASP TVM North Sub Div.

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

:

:

:

:

:

Shri. Manoj Kumar, DPS, NR

Shri. Sivadasan Pillai, SPOs TVM South

Shri. B Padmakumar, SP PSD,TVM

Smt. Seena S, ASP [HQ],TVM South

Shri.  Anilkumar P, ME, TVM(North)

Shri.  A Selvaraj, PRI, Poojapura HO

Shri. Narayanan, OA, PSD Trivandrum

Smt. Athira M N, PA SBCO, Neyyattinkara HO

Shri. Praveen.P.J, OA, TVM South       

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Treasurer

Members

:

:

:

:

:

Shri. Jitendra Gupta, PMG NR

Shri. K Sukumaran, SSPOs Kozhikode

Shri. Raveendranath.V.K, AD[LC], RO CR 

Shri. Manoj O M, IP NSH TVM 

Shri. Sudheesh S, IP, RMS TV 2nd Sub Div.

Shri. M G Rajan, LSG HSA, PSO Kochi 

Shri. Shanid.S.D, PA, CO

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Members 

:

:

:

:

:
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Reception and Transport Committee

Hospitality and Accommodation Committee

Security Committee

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

Members

:

:

:

:

:

:

Shri. L K Gangadharan, DDM[PLI] CO

Shri. L Mohanan Achary, SSPOs Thrissur

Shri. M Salim Kumar, Dy.SP TVM North     

Shri. B Sukumaran Nair,ASP[HQ], RMS TV Dn.

Shri. K Gangadharan Nair, ASP TVM RMS/2

Smt. Archana Anand, IP RMS TV 1st Sub Div.

Shri. Charudettan B G, ME RMS TV Division

Shri. Rahul G R, OA RMS TV Division

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

Members

Shri. Janakiraman N, AD(GA) CO

Smt. Jayarani T, ASP, TVM RMS/1 

Shri. Saju John, IP[TGY] CO

Shri. Sivakumar P, IP[TGY] CO

Shri. Augustine Thomas, OA[GA] CO

Shri. Rajesh M E, Kollam

Shri. Krishnaprasad K, OA[TGY] CO

Shri. Rahul S R, OA[TGY] CO

Smt. Archana A S, OA[TGY] CO

Smt. Sumi M S, OA[GA] CO

:

:

:

:

:

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Treasurer

Shri. S Narendran, AD[Mails] CO

Shri. B C Anil Kumar, Manager, NSH TVM

Shri. Baijukumar B L, (CS) CO 

Shri. Rattan Kumar R, IP (PG), TVM North

:

:

:

:
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Finance Committee

Technical Committee

Awards, Ceremony and Programme Committee

Shri. K V Vijayakumar, APMG[S&V] CO

Smt. K R Ranjini, AD[OL] CO

Smt. Asha Pillai A, ASP [Vig] CO 

Shri. B Gopakumar, ASP Kollam South Sub Div

Smt. Padmaja P Nair, SS CO

Shri. Ramesh Babu C, PA CO

Smt. Archana A S, PA CO 

Shri. Nazeeb M B, PA CO

Smt. Jayalekshmi M U, PA CO

Smt. Ashwini V J, PA CO

Shri Arun S, SA, HRO RMS TV Dn

Shri. Ajithkumar K, PA TVM South

Shri. S Udayakumar, P A TVM North

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

Members

:

:

:

:

:

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Members 

Smt. Viji M R, DA[P] Thiruvananthapuram

Shri. S Sundar, ACAO, O/o DA[P] TVM

Shri. Balagopal S, AO, O/o DA[P] TVM

Shri. Prasad, AAO, O/o DA[P] TVM

Smt. Malavika, AAO, O/o DA[P] TVM

Smt. Jane Kunnath James, AAO, O/o DA[P] TVM

:

:

:

:

:

Shri. Sayeed Rashid, DPS[HQ]

Shri. Narasimha Naicken K, SRM RMS EK Kochi

Shri. Kalyan Dan, AD[BD] CO

Shri. Suresh Kumar G, ASP[Philately] CO

Shri. Manojkumar K, ASP (FS) CO

Shri. Sreenivasan, AE Postal Civil Wing TVM

Shri. Ashok Kumar, AE Postal Electrical Wing TVM

Shri. Fayaz A, Dy Manager, NSH TVM

Shri. Gireeshkumar K G, Driver to SSPOs, TVM North

Chairperson 

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

Members

:

:

:

:

:

:
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Jury Committee

Youth Promotion and Volunteers Committee

Smt. B Sreekala, PA CPC TVM GPO

Smt. Susmitha S, PA Attingal HO

Smt. Purnima Krishnan V K, OA TVM North

Smt. Anitha S S, OA TVM North

Shri.Joy J Poopady, PA Attakulangara

Shri. P T Anilkumar, PA TVM Fort

Shri. Sajith, LRPA, TVM GPO

Shri. R Jayaprakash, MO, TVM North

Shri. Sajad, Stg Postman, TVM GPO

Shri. Vishnu Mohan,  Postman, TVM GPO

Shri. Binukumar S L, Postman, Medical college

Shri. Ratheesh S, MTS, DO TVM North

Shri. Vaisakh M S, GDS MD,TVM GPO

Shri. Vishnu R S, GDSMD, TVM North

Shri. S Rajeev, ME, TVM South

Shri. Sunil J, PA, Neyyattinkara

Smt. Lakshmi Joy, OADO,TVM South

Shri. Sureshkumar M, OA,DO,TVM South

Smt. K Rajalekshmy, PA, Karamana SO

Shri. Nazi A, MTS, TVM GPO

Smt. Subina Shijith, PA, Thycaud SO

Smt.Aswathy G, OA,DO TVM South

Smt. Remya V, PA,Poojapura HO

Shri. Subin S, MTS, DO TVM South

Shri. A Santhoshkumar, GDSMP,Nemom SO

Shri. Revikumar,OA,DO,RMS TV Dn

Shri. Sharath Chandran R, SA,HRO,RMS TV Dn

Smt. Swapna S Mony, SA, HRO

Shri Rejinold Pavithran, OA DO

Smt. Dharmambal, SA, NSH TVM

Shri Vijith, SA, HRO, RMS TV Dn

Smt Preetha, SA, HRO, RMS TV Dn

Shri. Rahul, OA DO RMS TV Dn

Shri. Kesavan, MTS, RMS TV Dn

Smt. Sandhya,OA Mails CO

Smt. Anuradha, OA Mails, CO

Smt. Rohini, OA CO

Smt. Reshma Mary Jose, OA CO

Smt. Soja.S, OA CO

Members of Exhibition, Technical and Security Committee

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Treasurer

Members

:

:

:

:

:

Shri. K K Devis, SSRM RMS TV Division

Shri. C Sivadasan Pillai, SPOs,TVM South Dn

Shri. K Gangadharan Nair, ASP TVM RMS/2

Smt. Bindu.G.S, IPPG, TVM South

Shri. Narayanan, OA PSD TVM

Smt. Archana Gopinath, SSPOs Aluva Dn

Shri. Prateek, SSPOs Ernakulam Dn

Shri. R Ajeeth, IP Neyyattinkara Sub Div

Shri. Shinto, IP (PG) Ernakulam Division

Shri. Prasanth, IP Perumbavur Sub Division

Shri. Anilkumar P, ME TVM North Division

Shri. P Hariharan, ME TVM North Division

:

:

:

:

:

Chairperson

Vice Chairperson

Secretary

Members
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MEMBERS OF THE JURY

Shri. Anil Suri Dr. (Mrs.) Anjali Dutta

Shri. B K Nagpal Shri. Nand Kishore Agrawal
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LAUNCHING OF KERAPEX 2019 LOGO
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Kerala Circle has given wide publicity in coordination with all the divisional heads throughout Kerala for the 
promotion of KERAPEX 2019 and philately among youth, a Youth Promotion committee was constituted as 
one of the committees of KERAPEX 2019.

During the last two weeks of September 2019, many philatelic workshops were conducted in each postal 
division in Kerala by eminent philatelists/ department staffs, which helped create awareness about Philately 
and KERAPEX. A special cover designing contest on the theme “Social Reforms in Kerala through the eyes of 
Gandhiji” was held in the Circle during the period from 30.9.2019 to 6.10.2019 for students of class VI to X.  
A special cover based on the best design was released during KERAPEX 2019.
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Another notable event was ‘Mail Van Painting’ for children held on 10.10.2019 by Ernakulam Postal 
Division in coordination with RMS ‘EK’ Division. KERAPEX Paint & Post contest on a postcard on the 
topic ‘Save every drop of water’ was conducted  in the premises of  various schools from 17.10.2019 to 
31.10.2019, at the location of anniversary function of Kochu TV (BTH Sarovaram, Maradu) on 19.10.2019 
and  Head Post Offices of the circle on 26.10.2019 for students of class I to  class X.  M/s Kochu TV, the 
popular children’s channel had also associated with Kerala Postal Circle for the promotion of KERAPEX 
‘Paint & Post’ contest on a postcard.  More than 35000 children had participated in KERAPEX Paint and 
Post contest.
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SPECIAL COVERS WITH CANCELLATION ISSUED SINCE 2016 
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SPECIAL COVERS WITH CANCELLATION ISSUED AT THE VENUE OF 
KERAPEX 2019

First ever Special Cover brought out on Satin Cloth.

Special Cover Pack (5 Numbers) on Gandhi’s Visit to Kerala.
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Mounted Police of Kowdiar Palace carrying the 
Special Cover to the KERAPEX 2019 venue.
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Postcards on “Life and Times of Mahatma”

These picture Post Cards are depicting historic places connected with the life time events of Mahatma 

Gandhi, starting from Porbandar, Gujarat to Birla House, New Delhi. Each of the card was carried from 

Philatelic Bureau Thiruvananthapuram-695001 in connection with KERAPEX 2019 to commomerate 

the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and delivered at the respective delivery Post Offices 

(Porbandar HO-360575, Rajkot HO-360001, Ellis Bridge SO-380006, Gandhi Ashram SO-380027, 

Motihari HO-845401, Kheda HO-387411, Dandi BO-396439, NS Mandi-110033, Sevagram SO-

442102, Mumbai GPO-400001, Pune HO-411001, Cumballa Hill-400026, Indraprastha HO-110002, 

Nirman Bhawan-110011) and having the delivery stamp impressions of the above Post Offices. These 

were carried back as a souvenir to coincide with KERAPEX 2019.
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PRESS MEET - KERAPEX 2019

25 - 11 - 2019
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CURTAIN RAISER
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DAY 01 - 26.11.2019
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DAY 02 - 27.11.2019
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Media says about KERAPEX 2019...
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DAY 03- 28.11.2019
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DAY 04- 29.11.2019
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JURY REPORT
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VALEDICTORY FUNCTION
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Class-VI

Sl 

no Student Address

1 Devangana Anil Kumar
Bhavans Vidhya Mandir, Elamakkara, 
682026

   

2 Ardra Ann Saji
Alphonsa English Medium School, 
Thamarassery PO, 673573

6000/-

3 Deeva Das
Sree Chithira Thirunal Residential Central 
School, Kunnathukal

6000/-

4 Saniya Ragh.B.R
Govt HSS, Kundamkuzhi, Kundamkuzhi 
PO, Kasaragod

6000/-

5 Nabhas Vijay Govt Model HSS, Pattom Trivandrum 6000/-

6 Ayanna S Kumar
Infant Jesus Anglo Indian Boys’ HSS, 
Thangassery, Kollam

6000/-

7 Raichal Royis MET EMHSS, Mannarkad, Palakkad 6000/-

8 Amelea A.J M.E.S Central School, Tirur 6000/-

9 Devikrishna K.S Amrita Vidyalayam, Haripad 6000/-

10 Anoop Babu C.M Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Pattore, Thrissur 6000/-

Class-VII

1 Arya Gayathri.R
Bhavans Vidya Mandir, Eroor PO, Ernaku-
lam, 682306

6000/-

2 M.S.Swagatha
Christ Nagar Central School, Kowdi-
ar,Trivandrum

6000/-

3 Gourinandana.D
SaraswathyVidyaBhavan,Central-
School,Thodupuzha,Idukki,

6000/-

4 Anjali Krishna.J.M
Viswabharathi Public School, Neyyattin-
kara, Trivandrum

6000/-

5 Abhikamya.M.S GMG HSS Pattom 6000/-

6 Gopika.A NSS HS, Pullikkanakku, Kayamkulam 6000/-

7 Anavadhya Ashok SH GHS Ramapuram, Kottayam 6000/-

8 Shreya Anish Dr.G.R.Public School, Neyyattinkara 6000/-

9 Niranjana Pillai.B
Cherupushpa Bethany Senior Secondary 
School, Chunakkara, Mavelikara

6000/-

10 Sreelekshmi.S.L St. Johns Mattom, Mavelikara 6000/-

WINNERS OF DEEN DAYAL SPARSH YOJANA
Scholorship 2018 -19
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Class-VIII

1 Rithwik.D
Good Shepherd Public School, Madap-
pally, Thengana, Changanacherry

6000/-

2 Alfia Nissar
GHSS, Ayaparambu, Cheruthana PO, 
690517

6000/-

3 Devika Saji
S.H.Girls’HS, Ramapuram Kottayam, 
686576

6000/-

4 Sreelakshmi.S
Sree Narayana Public School, Elappully, 
Kunnachi, Palakkad, 678622

6000/-

5 Allen Paul Alias
Bhavans News Print Vidyalaya, News 
Print Nagar PO, Velloor, Kottayam 
686616

6000/-

6 Arjun Krishna.J.M
Viswabharathi Public School, Neyyattin-
kara

6000/-

7 Neelambari Arunjith AKGSG HSS, Paralasseri, Kannur 6000/-

8 Vismaya.V.S GMGHSS, Pattom 6000/-

9 Gouthami.M
C.P.Pokker Haji Memorial HSS, Ozhur 
676101

6000/-

10 Keerthana.M Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kollam-3 6000/-

11 Abhilekshmi.A.S
Sree Saraswathi Vidyalayam, Oorut-
tambalam, TVM

6000/-

Class-IX

1 Ann Maria Reji
SS.H.Girls’ High School, Ramapuram, 
686576, Kottayam

6000/-

2 Adithya.L GHSS, Mangalam, 690515 6000/-

3 Gokul.B
IX-B, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Vaduthala, 
Ernakulam

6000/-

4 Binciya Ryhan
NSS HS, Pullikanakku PO, Kayamkulam, 
690537

6000/-

5 Varsha Remesh
NSS HS, Pullikanakku PO, Kayamkulam, 
690537

6000/-

6 Suraj.S
Bharatheeya Vidyapeedom Central 
School, Parassala

6000/-

7 Malavika Prabhat
IX-C, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Ottappalam, 
679103

6000/-

8 Adithya.A.R
Mary Matha English Medium School, 
Pothencode

6000/-

9 Adhithya.A.P
Chinmaya Vodhyalaya, Kattakkada, TVM, 
695572

6000/-

10 Ann Meriya Alex Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kalpetta 6000/-
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Devina Mohan, Kanneth House, Ettekkar, Edathala, Kerala receiving Award from 

Hon. MOC Mr. Ravi Sankar Prasad  

Above 18  yrs-ILC Category

1 Joan First

2 Ms. Devina Mohan Second

3 Noreen Joseph Third

Above 18  yrs-Envelope Category

1 Malavika Nambiar First

2 Devi Ponguzali Second

3 Leena Hans Third

Up to 18  yrs-ILC Category

1 Devanandana S Jain First

2 Ananaya Bena Second

3 Anupama Sajev Third

WINNERS OF 

DHAI AKHAR LETTER WRITING COMPETITION 2018-19
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MODERN TREND IN PHILATELY

 Mr.Roosevelt, former President of the United States of America quoted “Stamp collecting 
dispels boredom, enlarges our wisdom, broadens our knowledge, makes us better citizens and in 
innumerable ways enriches our life”.

 The definition of a philatelist is “one who not only collects stamps, but under-takes the 

systematic study of them”. But the definition may be changed as “a philatelist is one who loves 

stamps”. The meaning of the word philatelist should be stamp premi (lover). Unfortunately the 

spirit of love for stamps is almost vanished from the hearts of majority of the philatelists. This is 

really, I feel, a sad situation in the hobby. One who desires to spread the spirit of philately among 

the young hearts, should abandon the modern trend of ‘business philately’. A young one of fourth 

or fifth standard asks how much would he/she fetch for a particular stamp in his possession 

presently (market value) and whether this value would increase by 100% in the coming ten years 

or so. If the child doesn’t get an answer of his expectation, he may slip away from the business 

hobby. In such a situation, the child may not hesitate to replace his stamp possessions to other 

themes/area beyond the periphery of his passion to more profit oriented pieces of stamps.

 I appreciate the venture in the formation of philatelic clubs in schools, conducting workshop 

on philately, conducting seminars on philately and canvassing philatelic deposit accounts. But 

nobody is interested to elicit the sentiments on what depicts a stamp-a personality, a monument, 

an event, a college, an institution and so on. When we see the stamp of Mother Teresa, 

Sankaracharya, Jathindra Natha- the freedom fighter, above all our beloved Mahatma Gandhi, 

the empathic approach towards their teachings, their character, the golden memories with the 

renowned personalities are supposed to be the elixir, which is the cause of innumerable richness 

to one’s life. Such an approach on philately is almost discarded by many, who are supposed 

to promote philately. The result is the gradual declination of the essence of philately and thus 

leading to commercial approach. Naturally people will select more financially beneficial sectors in 

the modern life.

C.K Sasidharan

Philatelist, Ernakulam

9495012304
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 To conclude, I have a humble request to all the institutions and individuals, behind this 

hobby, to change the attitude by rewinding their mindset to decades during which the hobby of 

philately was in its zenith and thereby bringing back the glory and prestige of the King of Hobbies 

and the Hobby of the Kings.

 There are many hobbies such as music, dance, painting, gardening etc. But philately is 

considered as the King of Hobbies. The King should always live in the hearts of people. A wrong 

King will not find a place in the hearts of his citizens. In the modern life also, if anybody desires 

to spread philately among youngsters, especially among school children, the business motive 

behind the hobby should be abandoned.

 Knowledge and wisdom are two entirely different aspects of personality. One may be a treas-

ure of knowledge in a particular subject, but a big zero in wisdom. Lack of wisdom will lead to failure 

of a man, failure of a State, failure of a Country and finally the collapse of mankind in the long run.
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 The civil aviation service in the Kerala State started on 29th October, 1935, when Tata 

and Sons Ltd made an experimental weekly flight between Bombay and Trivandrum via Goa 

and Cannanore with the patronage of the erstwhile prince of Travancore late Chithira Tirunal 

Balarama Varma. The consent of the Portuguese Government was obtained to land in Goa and 

the Government of India agreed to the use of military landing ground at Cannanore.

 A large number of officials including the then Travancore Diwan Muhammad Habibulla, C.P. 

Ramasway Iyer, the President of the City Muncipal Council Venkita Krishna Iyer and members of 

the royal family of Travancore gathered to welcome the plane.

 The flight landed in the small airport at Chaka,  in Trivandrum, with two passengers and a 

bundle of mail from Bombay.  The pilot B.K.N.Rao and the two passengers, Jamshed Navoroji an 

official from Tata and Sons Ltd; and Kanchi Dwarakadas a commercial agent of Travancore were 

received and garlanded by the dignitaries.  

FIRST  AIRMAIL  BETWEEN
BOMBAY  AND  TRIVANDRUM

Mohanachandran Nair

Chithira Tirunal 
Balarama Varma

J R D Tata
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 The service did not last long due to heavy loss in operating, resulted in some dispute 

between the company and the royal administration over compensation.

 As compared with surface transport, it showed a saving of 20 hours on the journey 

from Bombay to Goa, 42½  hours from Bombay to Cannanore and 46 hours from Bombay to 

Trivandrum.  The fare was Rs.150/- which could not be afforded by the common people at that 

time.   Its return journey on 1st November was also cheered by people.  Gradually it became a 

weekly service reaching here every Tuesday and returning to Bombay on Friday (Please see the 

time table).

 The mails from Bombay to Trivandrum was affixed with a red cachet denoting 

“Demonstration Flight/First direct Air Mail/BOMBAY-TRIVANDRUM/29th October, 1935” and 

the mails from Trivandrum to Bombay was affixed with a large rectangular black cachet with 

an image of a monoplane and “FIRST FLIGHT/TRIVANDRUM-BOMBAY/1ST NOV 1935”.  The 

mails to/from Goa and Cannanore were not accepted on this flight and those so addressed 

were carried on to Trivandrum and Bombay as appropriate.  Mails were first carried to/from 

Cannanore on 26 and 30 November 1935.

The Cachet
Bombay-Trivandrum flight cover 

with red cachet Trivandrum-Bombay flight cover

Southbound (every Tuesday)

Bombay

Bombay

Cannanore

Cannanore

Trivandrum

Trivandrum

Goa

Goa

Arrival ArrivalDeparture Departure

Northbound (every Friday)

06.30 08.00

10.3509.05 09.30 11.05

13.4512.45 14.15

16.51

12.15

13.21
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 Cancellations of postage stamps and articles have attracted the attention of Philatelic 

research studies. A good number of research articles are available in a large variety of areas such 

as Regional studies in different countries, Thematic stamp collections, First Day Cancellations 

and Special Cancellations.   Mashael A. Alhajeri (2009) explored Postal markings as Forerunners 

for Registration Labels, covering Indian Postal Administration (1915-1948).  Thomas Lera (2012) 

compiled research papers  of Winton M. Blount Postal History Symposia covering postal history 

in the Smithsonian Contributions to History and Technology.   Maurice P. Moffatt and Stephen G. 

Rich (1950) considered the use of Postage Stamps as Avenues of Learning.  The present paper is 

a survey of permanent pictorial cancellations of India as a resource for philatelists in the area of 

collection of postal articles to study postal history.  The cancellations of some countries have been 

extensively studied by philatelists and many stamp collectors and postal history collectors collect 

cancellations in addition to the stamps themselves.

 A permanent mark made by the post office authorities is referred as postal cancellation 

on any postal material such as stamps, stationery items like cards and covers and other articles 

of  the postal department or private commercial stationery items like cards and covers.  This 

is referred as ‘defacing’ of stamps or such articles to indicate that the stamps or articles are 

already used so as to prevent their reuse.  There are standard designs, sizes, shapes, colors for 

the cancellation mark or ‘postal mark‘ with place name of post office where the mail originated 

and date of posting as well as post office name and the date of delivery at the destination and are 

unique for all the different post offices.  Philatelists consider cancellations as important records 

and can positively or negatively affect the value of stamps.  

PERMANENT PICTORIAL POSTMARKS OF INDIA POST 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO SELECTED 

POST OFFICES OF KERALA STATE

Dr. Rajan Varughese, Philatelist

Former Principal, U. C. College, Aluva, 

House No. 43/2080, S.R.M. Road

Ernakulam  682 012

Phone: 9447140390
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 The early cancellations were by ‘hand stamps’ which still continues. Hand stamped 

cancellations are cancellations added by means of a hand stamping device. Faster mechanisms 

followed to cancel  stamps  on  large quantities of mail and for the purpose of  increasing the 

difficulty  of  re-using an already used postage stamp/postal article.  Machine cancellations are 

automatically added by machines that rapidly process large numbers of envelopes.  The process 

gradually evolved to hand cancellations and further to machine cancellations to cater to large 

number of postal articles.  The ‘hand cancellation’ is continued in many places to safe guard 

stamps during cancellation for the benefit of stamp collectors.

 Cancellations included ‘Bulls Eye’ cancellation’ of circular design marked on the centre of 

the stamp clearly making visible the time, date and place of posting.  In some countries, the postal 

authorities designed different methods of cancellation  like - ‘differential cancellation’ designed 

so as not to deface the image of the ruler or regent or flag or map of the country on the stamp.  

During 1870 -1880, US and Canada used to have their own cancellations with designs like stars, 

flags, and circles usually referred as ‘fancy cancellations.  Other types of cancellations are ‘duplex 

cancel’  which has a postmark as well as the cancellation.  ’Mute cancels’ with no writing and 

‘Numeral cancels’ marking numbers to identify specific post offices where also in use. Numerals 

were also used in combination with a date stamp in duplex cancellations. ‘Pen cancels’ used 

writing pen to deface the stamp, and were common in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  ‘Slogan 

cancellations’ have a slogan to celebrate commemoration or advertising of some products or 

services.  Pre-cancelled stamps  are stamps that have been issued with printed cancellations on 

them, typically to support organizations/companies/entities having requirement of large number 

of postal articles. Pre-cancels cannot normally be used by the general public.

Types of Cancellations

Initially red ink was used to deface the stamps or postal articles which was found not effective 

and lasting on multi-colored stamps.  Different countries have practiced a range of methods for 

cancellation of postage stamps or articles such as  lines, bars or designs on the postal seal to 

deface the stamps or various postal stationery items.  These include “x” marks of various countries, 

crosses, cancellations, displaying numbers to identify place of cancellation and location of mailing 

of Britain and pen cancellations.  In India especially in the erstwhile Travancore, Cochin and Thiru 

Kochi, Place number cancellations were practiced from very early postal history which includes 

the ‘C’ Cancellations and ‘Thi’ Cancellations.  Pen cancellations are still continued when the postal 

staff notices that a stamp was not cancelled, and the staff cancels it with ball pen usually in red/

black/blue colour.  Use of ‘perfins’  - holes of some pattern or design made on stamps- were 

followed to identify the offices and to protect unauthorized use of stamps as an internal security 

mechanism.  

 Pre-cancelled stamps were used by US with printed cancellations on the stamps to expedite  

mailing of large quantities of mails which were generally used by organizations or corporates.  
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 Postal meter stamps and ‘cancelled to order’ (CTO) are other cancellations not usually done 

by postal department.  CTOs or ‘Cancelled-to-Order’ stamps, also known as CTOs are postally 

unused stamps cancelled by postal authorities to cater the interest of philatelists by making them 

available at relatively lesser cost and use this as a source of revenue generation though it has no 

philatelic value.

 First Day Cancellation on the ‘First day of issue” are special cancellations with the date of 

first issue of the stamp and is usually referred as ‘first day cancellation’ on the stamp affixed on 

appropriate postal stationery such as covers known as First Day Covers (FDC), brochures, private 

commercial envelopes and others.

 Pictorial cancellations include images associated with the commemoration of some event, 

place, person, institution, or anniversary.  Philatelists use appropriate stamps on envelopes 

to obtain pictorial cancellations on them.  A number of variations such as  ‘Flag cancellations’, 

‘Highway post office cancels’ and ‘rail road’ marking, mail in transit by portable mail-handling 

equipments on mail trucks or trains, ‘Ship Cancellations’ used on mail carried in ships and ‘’First 

Flight cancels’ for mails carried first time in flight services to different destinations are practiced 

by different countries and are generally referred as Pictorial Cancellations and are available for 

the particular occasion when the cancellation is used.  

 In India the Postal Department started issuing ‘Special Covers’ to mark such occasions as 

events of national or regional importance, special dates marking occasions or commemorations, 

events and places of historical importance and celebrations.  The covers are prepared after 

approval by postal authorities and issued by postal department at designated locations or 

post offices.  The cancellation mark will depict the event place, person or occasion that is 

commemorated. Philatelists are giving attention to the ‘Special Cover and Cancellation’ collection 

in different variations.  

Pictorial Cancellations

Special Cancellations on Special Covers

 India Post has Permanent Pictorial Postmarks in most of the States with the exception of 

4 states having no PPP.

 Gujarat has 19, Kerala has 30,  Tamil Nadu has 31 such PPP.  Some of the Post Offices  

such as Quitab Minar in Delhi which had a PPP but discontinued.

 Karnataka has the largest number with 39 such cancellations and Rajasthan has 28 PPP, 

Permanent Pictorial Postmarks  (PPP)  or Cancellations of India 
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 Images of some PPPs obtained on different postal articles is provided for reference.

 Kerala Circle has 30 Post Offices with PPP.  Two such marks with different designs of the 

18 steps - ‘Pathinettampady’ are available at Sabarimala and Thekady  also has two PPPs one 

of the Lake and the other of the elephant tusk and trunk.  Trichur Pooram is depicted on the PPP 

of Thrissur, the ‘Kodimaram’ is depicted at Guruvayoor Post Office PPP.  Kalady has the picture 

of Adisankara, Varkala has picture of Sree Naryana Guru, Ponmudi and Kovalam have resort 

designs depicted on the PPP and Aranmula and Alleppy have boat race designs.  Mattancherry, 

Kochi, ISRO Trivandrum, Bakel Fort, Malayattoor, Philatelic Bureau Ernakulam have PPP.

Permanent Pictorial Cancellations of Kerala  

Agaly

Guruvayur

Kochi

AranmulaAlleppy

ISRO

Malayattoor

Bakel Fort

Kalady

Ponmudi SabarimalaParambikkulam
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Thekkady Lake Trissur

Kovalam

Thekkady

Varkala Ernakulam Philatelic
 Bureau

 Philatelists/Stamp Collectors usually prefer lightly cancelled stamps which have the 

postmark on a corner or small portion of the stamp without damaging/darkening the stamp 

itself, which ordinarily are more valuable than heavily-cancelled stamps.  Some stamp collectors 

are interested in the cancellations themselves on or off cover, of a particular country or issue.   

Collectors who are interested in the cancellations themselves prefer bold, readable cancellations. 

Cancellations also are an integral part of the collection of postal history.  Guides to PPPs are 

published by some philatelists.  India Post has information on its website but needs to have timely 

updates.  
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 The Kingdom of Cochin was an independent Princely State which came into existence on 

the territorial  division of ancient Kerala about sixth century AD. The State had an area of 479,975 

acres of land under its occupation which was divided into six Taluks namely Cochin-Kanayannur, 

Mukundapuram, Trichur, Talapilli and Chittur and the State was known as ‘Perumpadappu Nadu’ 

and the ruling family was known as ‘Perumbadappu Swarupam’. The harbour and town of 

Cochin since its formation in 1341 emerged subsequently as an important port for trade between 

the Portugeese, the Dutch and the English. From 1555 A.D onwards, Mattancherry became 

the headquarters of royal family until the early 18th century when Tripunithura was made the 

headquarters.With the accession of King Rama Varma popularly known as Sakthan Thampuran 

(1790-1805) the modern period in the history of Cochin began. 

Postal services in Cochin were known as Anchal service, 

introduced around 1864 A.D (namely 1039 M.E).  All 

Government and private communication documents, 

orders etc were transcribed on cadjan leaves. From the 

capital of Cochin official letters/messages were frequently 

sent to and from London, Madras, Travancore and many 

other places in the country. 

Anchal offices (Post Offices) set up in important places 

catered to the necessities of the Royal/the British/and the 

common people. System of Anchal transport during the 

early periods were by means of runners. The number of 

Anchal Offices in the beginning of 1066 M.E was 12.

INTRODUCTION

ROUTE

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE EARSTWHILE 
COCHIN PRINCELY STATE

 Kum. ARYA GAYATHRI R

  Class - 8, Bhavans Vidya Mandir

   Eroor (P.O) , Ernakulam (Dist.) – 682 306

PRE - STAMP PERIOD
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 During the same year two Anchal Offices were opened at Aiyampilly and Chowara. The 

total length of the Anchal lines service during the beginning of the year was 149 miles and by the 

end of the year it was raised to 164 miles. Regular statistics was maintained regarding the miles 

per hour to be covered by the runners with Anchal articles that they had to bear. In 1892, the 

number of Anchal Offices increased from 14 to 17 and the main Anchal line was increased from 

164 to 177 miles.

 Official and personal messages in this state were usually communicated by engraving 

them on “cadjan leaves” known as “ezhutholaas” (inscribing on palm leaves with ezhuthaani, and 

colouring them with black ink).The official messages from the Royal Palace/Diwan’s Office were 

sent through special messengers who travelled by foot/horse/boat etc as well as by the “Anchal 

Service” to the destinations and back. Such messages were bearing the Royal Emblem (Mudra) of 

the Raja (King) and sometimes bearing the engraved signature of the Diwan. Hand struck stamps 

were in use in Cochin before the introduction of the first postal stamp on 13th  April 1892.

 POSTAL MARKING

(A Royal message or Ola sent by The Diwan, V. Subramanya Pillai  of Cochin (1893-1897). The 

impression of The Royal Emblem can be seen on the left side and the engraved signature of 

the Diwan on the back side. Diwan Sri. Subramanya Pillai is credited with introducing the Indian 

Stamp Law in the Cochin Kingdom.)

 For the first time in 1042 M.E. the postal rules were framed by the Government. By virtue of 

these rules, formal permission was granted to accept and carry private articles by the Department 

on payment of the prescribed fees. The fees varied on different types of articles carried and in 

some cases distance was also a criterion. During this period the Anchal stamps were unknown 

and as such the fees were levied and collected in cash. 

RATES
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 Puttan was the then coinage currency in the State. One puttan was equivalent to 10 pies. 

The then British equivalent was 12 pies to one anna and 16 annas to the rupee. Postal rates 

differed during the period of one Raja (King ) to the other.

 First Postage stamps of Cochin were introduced on 1st April 1892. In 1892 Anchal Act 

of 1/1067 was brought into operation and the system of sending registered letters and bearing 

letters came into operation on 13th May 1892.  Stamps were got printed in England and brought 

to India duly insured. Experimental Anchal offices were started in the State in places where public 

desired to have Anchal offices. Experimental Anchal offices had a special type of seal “Exp.A.O” 

(meaning Experimental Anchal Office).

 Postal stamps were available at various rates like ½ Puttan , 1 puttan, 2 puttan and 2 Pies, 

3 Pies 4 Pies, ½ etc.  in addition to the service stamps. The Postal Cancellations in Cochin were 

known as “C cancellation” with numbers C-1, C-2, C-3 etc, each digit for a separate Anchal Office.                               

(A ½ puttan cover sent from Thathamangalam to Cochin on 28th “Dhanu” 1069 ME)

(Cover sent from Kodungallur with ½ 

Puttan and 2 Puttan stamps in the year 

1075 ME)

((Single lined Circular Date Stamp of Cochin 

with 1st Raja stamp of value 4 Pies with C-2 

cancellation in 1087 M.E)

INTRODUCTION

STAMP DENOMINATION

STAMP PERIOD
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(Letter showing CS IN- 1st Raja stamp  of

 4 pies dated 28th “Karkidakom” 1086 M.E)

(Letter with CS OUT2nd Raja stamp 

of 4 Pies dated 20th “Kumbham” 1102 M.E)

(Cover sent from Thiruvananthapuram to Perumanoor, 

Cochin with ARP Slogan cancellation)

 Postal articles were carried across through mail runners, trains, boats, ships etc. The mails 

transmitted through train in Cochin bore CS IN & CS OUT (CS -Cochin Service) denoting incoming 

and outgoing mails to and out of Cochin). During the 2nd world war period (1939 -1945) the letter 

mails contained a special slogan cancellation with ARP (Air Raid Precaution). 

TRANSMISSION 

1st Raja H.H.Ramavarma

(1911-1913) stamp of 

1 Anna                       

2nd Raja H.H.Maharaja 

Ramavarma II

(1916-1930) stamp of 6 Pies                       

3rd Raja H.H. Maharaja 

Ramavarma III  (1933-1938) 

stamp of 2 Anna & ¼                       

WEIGHT AND RATES 

The values of Postage Stamps in Cochin were in terms of Puttans. 

16 Puttans = 5 Annas          12 Pies = 1 Anna         16 Anna = 1 Rupee.
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(Post card with 4 Pies value bearing United State of Travancore & Cochin 

Anchal dated 17th June 1950)

4th  Raja H.H.Maharaja 

Kerala Varma 

5th  Raja H.H.Maharaja 

Ravivarma   

 6th  Raja H.H. Maharaja 

Keralavarma III   

 After introduction of the first stamps in 1888-89, the public were allowed to cancel 

them with their own private seals or pen markings, provided not more than a quarter of the 

stamps was so obliterated. If the area exceeded by way of private cancellation, such letters 

were treated as unpaid and were charged accordingly.

 The Cochin Anchal System continued its useful service for the people of Cochin till the 

day of integration of  ‘Thiru-Kochi’ State  on 1st July 1949 by the merger of two former princely 

states, the Kingdoms of Travancore and Cochin .

 The State of “Thiru-Kochi” ceased to exist on November 1st 1956 on creation of the 

State of “Kerala” and the postal network continued as part of the Indian “P&T Department”.
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Xncp-ho-XmwIqÀ þ sIm-¨n X]mÂ N-cn{XwXncp-ho-XmwIqÀ þ sIm-¨n X]mÂ N-cn{Xw



89

Xn-cp-hn-Xmw-IqÀþsIm-¨n A-©-en-sâ {]-tXy-IXIÄXn-cp-hn-Xmw-IqÀþsIm-¨n A-©-en-sâ {]-tXy-IXIÄ



90



91



92

 I began stamp collection back as far as my memory goes to early 1960’s even from class 

3rd or 4th .We stayed in the capital city of Kerala now called Thiruvananthapuram. Close relations 

of both my parents worked abroad in countries viz: Malaya, Singapore, Australia, UAE, USA, 

Sweden, Great- Britain etc, some even before World War II. Some were placed in Major cities 

of India too. We received letters quite frequently from these places. When the friendly Postman 

came to deliver these letters, at our home, there was a scramble between us brothers to catch 

the cover first. Those who got the cover first kept the stamps. My father who was a lecturer in 

college, was against ‘wasting our time’ on Philately instead of concentrating on studies. One day 

to our dismay he destroyed our small collection. In spite of this we started again from late 60’s. 

 When I joined college, my classmate who was an avid Philatelist, introduced me to Philatelic 

Bureau, Thiruvananthapuram. It functioned in the first floor of the Majestic Old GPO building. 

Indian Mint stamps since 1974 was purchased directly from there by me. One of our school  senior,  

who was a national level athlete was in charge of this Bureau then. Later personals manning 

this Bureau & their assistants, from time to time, have rendered yeomen service to me, which

 My Uncle & my Mother's Uncles collected stamps. They guided us in methods like soaking 

in water, the stamps cut along with the paper around. Later the paper underneath was carefully 

peeled off, dried & stored. No albums were possessed due to the cost involved. We developed 

a “Country wise” collection of used stamps by storing it in self- made covers out of brown paper 

recycled from Magazines envelopes, delivered monthly. These covers were made to the size that 

fit in discarded wooden Chalk boxes. We had 4 such boxes filled by late 80’s, with about 100 

countries alphabetically labeled country wise & stored alphabetically. Later I & my twin brother 

came to an agreement to split our Philately & Numismatic collections between us. So I selected 

Philately & he Numismatics. The agreement was to share free of cost whatever item we got. 

When we met our friends our conversation came to these subjects which helped in developing 

our collections. Later I could purchase ‘Jumbo’ albums from Kolkata out of savings from my job. 

I now have over a dozen such albums & many small albums brimming over with 200 countries. 

MY PHILATELIC JOURNEYS
[Confession of a Philatelist]

Jacob Philip

Treasurer

Ananthapuri Philatelic Association 

Thiruvananthapuram
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continues even now. This helped me to develop as a Philatelist in a great way. In the beginning I 

could afford to purchase stamps of 50ps & below only. Hence I did not open a Philatelic account 

there then. However I was a regular customer there. Later when I got a job I opened one.   

 I developed my ‘India since independence’ collection by purchasing used stamps which I did 

not have, one by one or set wise from veteran collectors or dealers who advertised in newspapers 

or philately magazines viz: ‘Ind Dak’ etc. In 1992, I purchased a used Gandhi 10 Rs Stamp to 

complete my Post Independence India collection. But I wanted to procure Mint stamps up to 

1973 so that I could have a complete set of Mints. This I could achieve by the end of 1990’s with 

the purchase of a Mint Gandhi 10 Rs stamp. As my spouse was also employed, I could save some 

money for these purchases.

 Meanwhile I also expanded my country wise collection of Indian princely states which includes 

Cochin, Travancore, Travancore-  Cochin etc. I also added up to my ‘Other Country Collection’ 

too. I procured these invaluable items from periodical exhibitions like KERAPEX, District level & 

Regional level exhibitions organized by Department of Posts of Kerala Circle, and other Philatelic 

clubs of the State. I could also get valuable material from exhibitions organized by Postal circles 

& hobby clubs outside the State. Due to my professional concern for Environment & Agriculture, I 

was prompted to  develope a thematic collection on “Ducks  & Wetland Conservation” based on 

‘Ramsar convention’ signed in Iran way back in 1971,  Kerala Governments ‘Conservation of Paddy 

land  and Wetland Act 2008’ , “Swachh Bharath Abhiyan” of Government of India.

 I was member of a hobby club in my home town which hardly gave any guidance to 

Philately due to in- fighting. But later when “Ananthapuri Philatelic Association” was formed to 

exclusively promote philately, I joined in as a founder member along with many others. From the 

regular monthly meetings I got knowledge of the importance of participation in various Philatelic 

Exhibitions & method of preparing an exhibit for competitions. Later I participated in district level 

exhibitions and won a few prizes. This gave a boost to me to participate in forthcoming KERAPEX 

too. The club also taught us how to participate & compete in various categories viz: Thematic 

collection, One Frame Exhibit etc.  Our club  put  great efforts to conduct philately exhibitions 

bi- annually, with the active co-operation, participation & patronage of Department of Posts. We 

have immense pleasure & gratitude towards CPMG of Kerala Circle for patiently giving ear to, and 

solving grievances of Philatelists. Our club also issues a monthly digital E- magazine on philately 

by name “Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin” free of cost, which has a great viewership & won National & 

International awards. I am also a member of Religious Stamp Exchange Club, Ernakulum, whose 

half yearly on- line auctions, helped me in purchases & also know about price trends .

 My advice to budding Philatelists is to get in- depth & good knowledge of Philately through 

reading materials, magazines & periodicals. A membership in a Philately club is a must to 

enhance knowledge & get a feel of Philately by interacting & exchanging with senior collectors 

& fellow members. A membership in local Philatelic Bureau is a must to keep in touch with the 

‘manufacturers & sellers of mint stamps’, without which you may not become a serious collector.
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 Stamp collection is an expensive hobby & the only way to reduce costs is to purchase directly 

from Philatelic Bureaus. It’s also categorized as a good future investment along with Bullion, Stocks 

etc. Dealers who participate in various exhibitions are also a good source of old materials. But 

knowledge of what to purchase at current market prices, is to be acquired before each purchase.

 First Adhesive Stamp, ‘Black Penny’ was invented by Sir Rowland Hill of Great Britain. It 

was first sold from 1st May 1854 & put into use from 6th of May 1854 onwards. This inspired 

many to start the new hobby called Philately. But Pre adhesive period Stationery is also collected 

& exhibited in competitions. To make letter writing & correspondence easier and quicker Mr. 

Emanuel Herrmann of Austria invented the Postcard exactly 150 years ago on 1st October 1869.  

First Day Covers, Pamphlets, Special covers, Postal stationery, Aero Philately, Thematic Philately, 

Maximaphily, Picture Post Cards, Armed Forces Issues, Revenues, Miniature Sheets, Sheet lets 

Panes, Booklets etc, are a few categories you can attempt to collect after acquiring a thorough 

knowledge of Philately. Newer categories are One Sheet Exhibit, Blog under Literature etc

 The set of four stamps issued on 15th August 1948 by India, as mourning issue on martyrdom 

of Gandhji, is the costliest set issued. These stamps overprinted ‘Service’ are among the costliest 

in the world. During 1969 when I was a school student the Centenary of the birth of Gandhi was 

celebrated with much pomp & festive. But other than India which issued a set of four stamps, very 

few countries issued stamps on Gandhi theme then. India continued to periodically issue many 

stamps on Gandhi theme in later years. 

 Currently besides India the whole world is celebrating 150th birth anniversary of the Father 

of our Nation- Mahatma Gandhi. Various countries besides India have issued numerous Stamps, 

First Day Covers, Special Covers, Pamphlets and Miniature Sheets. The first Round & Octagon 

shaped stamps of India is issued on this occasion These can be easily collected now and exhibited 

under the theme Gandhi in Thematic Philately category.

I wish All Success to all students & youngsters who plan to take up Philately as a Hobby.

 Deendayal   SPARSH (Scheme for Promotion And Research on Stamps as a Hobby) 

Yojana, introduced by India Government, to promote Philately among School students have 

attracted good number of pupils to Philately. The modern digital revolution & social media surge 

have corrupted the minds & affected the health of our children. This scholarship aims at keeping 

them engaged in good activities, thereby stimulate their brains to right thinking, and become 

good citizens for future nation building. Each stamp has a story behind it & attempting to study 

this keeps you Healthy Wealthy & Wise. When bored, the idle mind becomes a devils workshop. 

Viewing your own collection & handling it, at that time can give you peace & longevity. There are 

many Philatelists who lived to the Ripe Old Age. They put great effort, dedication & time towards 

it, and cannot depart, leaving their valuable collections behind. 
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EVOLUTION OF THE POSTAL SYSTEM IN KERALA 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO OBJECTIVES  

 FUNCTIONS AND STRUCTURE

 Kerala State, as it is today, was formed on 1st November 1956. Kerala comprises of the 

erstwhile Travancore State, Cochin State and British Malabar Region. Some of the portions of the 

erstwhile Travancore State in the southern area have now gone to Tamilnadu State. 

 The Travancore State had a separate postal system known as the ‘Anchal’ the origin of 

which dates back to 1760. The Cochin State had also a separate postal system known as Cochin 

Anchal, the origin of which dates back to 1791. There is no record relating to the existence of any 

established indigenous postal system in the Malabar area. The Malabar region, however, had the 

Indian Post Offices during the British period. 

INTRODUCTION

Dr. K.B.H.Nayar

Retired Principal Chief PMG

Karnataka

 The Travancore State was bounded on the north by Cochin State and Coimbatore 

District, on the east by the Districts of Madura, Ramnad and Tinneveli, on the south by the Indian 

Ocean and on the west by the Arabian Sea. The area of the State was 7625 sq.miles. Three 

isolated tracts viz., Anchanad Valley, Shenkotta Taluk and slopes of Mahendragiri covering a total 

area of 200 sq.mtr projected into the British Indian territory.

BACKGROUND OF THE TRAVANCORE

THE PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE TRAVANCORE STATE

 “The Travancore Anchal” was a very efficient postal system and provided various services 

to the public.

ORIGIN OF THE ANCHAL

 The word “Anchal” is derived from the Latin word “Angelus” - Angel in English meaning 

Messenger or God’s Messenger. According to Dr.N.S.Moos (Famous philatelist) the term Anchal 

might have been derived from the Urdu word ‘Ungel’ meaning message, narrative or story. 
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 According to the Malayalam Encyclopedia it was Col. Munro who gave the name Anchal to 

the Department covering the messages. 

 The exact date on which the Anchal system originated is not traceable. It is known that the 

system evolved for the purposes of Administration. 

 During the time of Marthanda Varma Maharaja (1729-1758 AD), a transport system was 

available though in a rudimentary form. There is a reference about the transmission of letters 

by Anchal in the Treasury Accounts of the year 936 ME1 (1760-61 AD) found in the ‘Chellamvaka 

Records’2 . The regular Anchal service extended up to Sherthala and beyond as early as 941 ME 

(1765-66 AD). 

 There is a mention about an order prevalent in Travancore in 1757 for payment of 

remuneration to the Anchalkaran (Anchalman), in the Revenue Manual of Diwan Peshcar R. 

Mahadeva Iyer published in 1915. 

 The Penny Postage System was introduced only on the 10th January 1840, but the 

Travancore Anchal System was on strong footing much before that. 

 According to Shri. V. Nagam Aiya, Diwan Peshcar of Travancore, “the Sircar Anchal is one 

of the oldest institutions in the country. Shangoonny Menon in his History of Travancore says that 

in 959 (1784 AD) His Highness Rama Varma after his return from Rameswaram improved the 

Anchal and established it on better principles’. This was long before the days of Sir Rowland Hill’s 

Penny Postage, and the reform after the postal system of the world which he achieved”.

 The objective of the Travancore Anchal System, as could be traced from the records, 

was to provide a means for official communications, documents and materials. However, in 

course of time, the system was made open to the public also. The objectives are not seen 

spelt out clearly in any of the documents and very little is known about the early history of 

the Anchal System. 

OBJECTIVES 

To begin with, functions of the Anchal System were confined to the transmission of:-

1.      Service covers from and to mofussil stations

2.     Vegetables from certain mofussil stations to the capital for the use of the    palace

3.     Flowers etc. from outstations for the use of the Principal pagoda at the capital and

4.     Official communications between officers of the court and certain important messages 

between the Ruler and the Ministerial officers of the State.

LINE FUNCTIONS OF THE TRAVANCORE ANCHAL 
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 By the proclamation of 1814 (989 ME) the Judicial Institutions of the country were 

directed for the transmission of written communications of plaintiffs and defendants through 

Anchal Service. The proclamation of 1818 (993 ME) permitted the landed gentry to forward 

written complaints to the Huzur through the Anchal, free of cost. The Anchal pillamars 

(meaning Anchal men) were to be satisfied about the genuineness of the complaints.

 In 1848-49 (1024 + ME), the Department which was purely doing “sircar’ business 

was thrown open to the Government servants and petitioners. The private covers of the 

Government servants and petitions of the people were carried free. As the free service led to 

abuse of the facility, the petitioners were required to attest in writing to the genuineness of 

the grievances to the satisfaction of the Anchal Masters. 

 Two types of Cadjan letters were in vogue in those days. One written on cadjan pieces 

and enclosed in paper covers and the other written on long cadjan pieces and rolled up. The 

letters were sorted in the Anchal Offices and dispatched in sealed gunny bags and handed 

over to the runners. Paper was introduced in the place of cadjan in 1873-74. 

 The posting of private letters was allowed in 1860-61 at the rate of 1 chuckram per cover 

irrespective of the weight and distance. Separate receipts were granted to letters posted and 

a nominal Register of Letters posted was maintained. A distinction was made in respect of 

letter mail and parcel mail in 1860-61. 

OBJECTIVES 

LETTER MAIL SERVICE 

 In 1860-61 Express Letters were introduced. One fanam’ amounting to   2 ¼  annas per 

mile was the rate fixed. 

EXPRESS SERVICE 

 There was a ‘Service Express’ system prevalent and according to the Anchal Rules of 

1882, service Express could be ordered by the ‘Sarvadhi Karyakar’ on behalf of Maharaja, 

the Diwan and the Anchal Superintendent. Apparently the express service was never 

popular among the public due to the high rate of fee. 

 An express night service was in existence but the actual date of commencement of 

the service is not known. The service was available during 1902-03 (1078 ME). It is seen 

from the rules passed on 9th January 1919 that the night service for express letters was 

further continued. The rate for night service was two fanams’ per mile or fraction of a mile. 

Initially the fee was collected in cash but subsequently stamps were used. It was obligatory 

to register letters sent by Express Service. 
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 Prior to the introduction of the Adhesive Stamps the registration and postage fee were 

collected in cash. Subsequently the prepayment by means of stamps became compulsory. 

The registered mail service of Travancore was known to be very popular among the public. 

 In 1865-66 (1041 ME), the registration service came into existence, on payment 

of 7 ‘chuckrams’ (about 4 annas) per cover. With the revision of the rates in 1881-82, the 

registration fee on letter was reduced from 7 chuckrams to 6 chuckrams. This was further 

reduced to 3 chuckrams. The registration of book and pattern packets was allowed on 

payment of 3 chuckrams. A system of giving acknowledgement receipts from the addressees 

was available on payment of a fee of 2 chuckrams. In 1889-1890 the registration fee of 3 

chuckrams and acknowledgement fee of 2 chuckrams were reduced to 2 chuckrams and 1 

chuckram respectively, in 1895-96 the registration fee was again raised to 3 chuckrams. In 

1897-98 the registration fee on letters was raised from 3 to 3 ½  chuckrams. However, in 1900, 

the rate was further reduced to 3 chuckrams. There was no subsequent change in the rate.

REGISTRATION SERVICE

 1888-89  (1064 ME) is an important year in the history of the Travancore 

Anchal. Anchal stamps and cards were introduced during that year for the first time. 

Service cards and ‘bearing system’ were also introduced during that year. The stamps 

and. cards were printed in the Stamp Office. The embossed envelopes brought out 

in 1890 were of the value of 1, 2, 3 and 4 chuckrams.  The public who purchased 

items for not less than 7 chuckrams were given a discount of 2 chuckrams per rupee. 

 In 1890-91 (1066 ME) Reply Cards were introduced. In 1895-96 stamps of the value 

of ½ chuckram for letters weighing tola and below and wrappers costing ½ chuckram were 

introduced. 

STAMPS AND STATIONERY

 In 1903-04 the price or letter cards was reduced from 1 chuckram to ¾ chuckram. 

 In 1899 letter cards were introduced and the price of cards was reduced from 8 cash to 5 

cash. In 1902-03 it was again reduced to 4 cash with discount of 1 cash for 1 rupee. The design of 

the stamp was improved during that year by substituting the effigy of His Highness the Maharaja 

for the ‘shank’.

 In 1906 six cash labels were introduced abolishing the ‘Anchal Wrappers’. In that year 4 

cash labels for private cards were also introduced. After 2years, six cash and service Anchal 

stamps were printed for Government use. In 1920 ordinary and service stamps of 1 ½  chuckrams 

were introduced. 

 Consequent on the general revision of rates in 1921 Anchal Stamps of value 10 cash and 

5 cash and cards of 5 cash and covers of value 10 cash were introduced. In 1925 service Anchal 

stamps for 7 chukrams and 14 chuckrams were introduced. The design of the Anchal cards were 
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changed during the year. In 1932, to commemorate the accession of the Maharaja, stamps of 

3 denominations, viz, 3 chuckrams depicting the bust of the Maharaja, 12 cash depicting the 

State chariot drawn by six horses and 6 cash depicting the front view of Padmanabha Swamy 

Temple at Tivandrum. In 1937, stamps of denominations 3 chuckrams, 1 ½  chuckrams, 12 cash 

and cash depicting the Effigy of the Maharaja and pictures of important temples were issued to 

commemorate the ‘Temple Entry Proclamation’. 

 In 1932 (1106 ME) the number of stamps and stationary issued totalled 2, 68, 99,035. This 

number became 1, 66, 98,506 by 1937 (1111 ME). The reduction in number is presumably due to 

the discontinuance of the issue of service Anchal Cards in 1936-37. It is also seen that there was 

a gradual decline in the manufacture of service Anchal Cards from 1933 onwards. 

 Arrangements existed in the Anchal system for conveyance of book and pattern packets 

and newspapers. Concessions were also offered by way of reduced tariff for newspapers. Postage 

on newspapers weighing 10 ‘tolas’ and below was reduced from 2 chuckrams to 1 chuckram 

during 1875. In 1890-91, postage on newspapers weighing 5 tolas and below was reduced from 

1 chuckram to ½ chuckram. Postage on book and pattern packets was reduced to 4 chuckram in 

1894-95. In 1899 the price wrappers was reduced from 8 to 6 cash.

NEWSPAPERS

 In 1901 the Money Order system was introduced in the Travancore Anchal. It was known 

as Hundi system. The Hundi was an order issued by an Anchal Office for the payment of a sum 

of money from an Anchal Office. Separate receipts were issued while accepting hundies by the 

Anchal Office. 

HUNDIES (M.O)

 Some space was provided in the money order form for the payee to communicate any 

message to the remitter. It is worthwhile to mention that this privilege was not available in the 

British Postal System then. The Travancore Anchal Hundi was an improvement facility over 

the British Money Order System to that extent. 

 According to the Travancore Directory of 1938 published by the order of the Government of 

Maharaja the maximum amount of a hundi was Rs.500/-.

 In addition to the inland hundies, foreign hundi system was also available for remittance 

of money to the Cochin State. There was reciprocity of service between Travancore and Cochin 

Anchal systems effective from 1.1.1088 ME (1912 AD) and hundies were exchanged. In respect of 

foreign hundies, the amount was to be entered in British coinage only and the amount was not to 

exceed Rs.500/- without fraction of an anna. The Travancore and Cochin States levied separate 

rates of commission on hundies issued by them and there were separate forms also. 
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 The adjustments of the accounts between the two States were arranged through the 

Central Anchal Offices in each State. In Travancore State, Alwaye and in Cochin State, Ernakulam 

were the Central Anchal Offices. The foreign hundi commission by the two States were equally 

divided. Value payable hundies were also separately accounted for. 

 In addition to the normal hundies, revenue hundies were also available for remittance of land 

tax or cess or other items of land revenue to the Government. Separate forms were prescribed for 

this purpose. In the Travancore Anchal, rates of commission of Inland and Foreign hundies were 

the same. The aggregate value of money- orders transmitted by the Department in 1935-36 was 

Rs.35.16 lakhs. 

 The Travancore Anchal had provided parcel service presumably from the very- inception 

of the Anchal. The distinction between letter and parcel (Banghy) was made in 1860-61 after the 

Anchal services were made open to the public. The rate for parcel was 3 chuckrams for weight not 

exceeding 20 tolas

 For parcels weighing between 20 and 40 tolas, 4 ½ chuckrams and for every additional 40 

tolas or part thereof 4 ½ chuckrams were levied

 Insurance service was started in 1921. The service was available for registered letters, 

VP registered articles and registered parcels upto a value of Rs. 100/-. The service was made 

available in specified offices authorised by the Anchal Superintendents. 

 Registered articles of all classes were given the facility of VP Anchal Service and the VP 

amount was not to exceed Rs.500/-. The articles could be posted in any Anchal Office giving 

hundi service and the service was available to the Cochin State also, in the VP Anchal articles 

going to the Cochin State the amount was to be marked in the British coinage. The postage rates 

for the parcels and VP were the same.

  The Value Payable Service was commenced in 1906. 

PARCEL 

INSURANCE

VALUE PAYABLE SERVICE 

 The   Travancore   Anchal   had   an   Anchal   Savings   Bank.   The commencement of this 

service was in 1912. 

ANCHAL SAVINGS BANK

 In addition to the postage and registration fee, an insurance fee of 1 chuckram for an 

insured value not exceeding Rs.50/- and a further fee of 1 chuckram for every additional Rs.50/- 

or fraction thereof was levied. 
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 The Savings Bank business was conducted in all State Treasuries and in the more important 

Anchal Offices. In addition to the ordinary accounts, security accounts (for Government servants and 

contractors for furnishing security), public accounts (for Ministries, Co-operative Societies, Public 

Bodies, and Institutions) and fixed deposit accounts (for Municipalities and Dewaswams   having   

personal   deposit   accounts   and   Treasuries) were permitted. An amount of Rs.5,000/- could 

be only deposited in an ordinary account in a year. The maximum amount that could be retained 

in an ordinary account was Rs.20, 000/- at any time. However, in the case of public accounts the 

maximum balance could be only Rs.20,000/- at a time but there was no restriction on the amount of 

deposit in a year. There was no maximum ceiling to be held in the security and fixed Deposit Accounts.  

An interest of 2 ½ % per annum on the lowest balance between the 6th and the close of the month 

was permitted for Ordinary Security and Public Accounts. However, for Fixed Deposit Accounts, 

the interest was 3% per annum. The restriction was that the deposits should be only multiples of 

Rs.lOO/-.

 It would appear that the Anchal Savings Bank was quite popular and by 1936 (1111 ME) 

there was a balance of Rs.189.57 lakhs in 1,14,469 accounts. By 1946-47 (1122 ME) the balance 

became Rs.478.2 lakhs. 

 The Anchal Offices sold National Savings Certificates. In 1945-46 (1121 ME), 37 Anchal 

Offices provided this service and by 1946-47 the services were introduced in 19 more offices. 

During 1946-47 certificates worth Rs.7.86 lakhs were sold. 

 The Travancore Anchal had performed certain non postal functions also. Quinine and 

Chlorodyne were sold through the Anchal Offices during 1897-98.

 Public Call Office facility was available in Anchal Offices. In 1946-47 (1122 ME) a public 

call office was opened in Kilimanoor Anchal Office and with that there were altogether 31 Anchal 

Offices doing telephone work. 

SMALL SAVINGS SCHEME 

TELEPHONE WORK IN ANCHAL OFFICES 

MISCELLANEOUS FUNCTIONS 

 Even after passing the Travancore Anchal Regulation (Regulation 1 of 1064 ME (1888 

AD), the free transmission of letters from the palace and allied institutions continued. The letters 

relating to departmental and administrative matters were marked on ‘sircar services’ and letters 

of private interest of which postage at pre-paid rates were charged at the time of delivery were 

marked ‘service bearing’. Anchal Department, the Resident and His Office and the palace had the 

facility of the privileged mail.

PRIVILEGED MALL 
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 After 1938, the State Transport Department was also given the facility of privileged mail 

with indication on “State Transport Service” considering the mail conveyance service rendered 

by the Transport Department. The privileged mail facility of the Palace and allied institutions 

continued till 1st July 1949 but the privilege for the Resident ceased with the independence of 

India. 

 The actual number of letter boxes installed in the beginning is not known. According to 

Nagam Aiya V., there were 179 letter boxes and ISO Anchal Offices in 1903-04. The total number 

of official and private letters posted during the year was 49,01,609. The length of the mail 

communication was 928 miles.

 Subsequently the number of letter boxes became 185. By 1919-20, Letter Boxes and Anchal 

Offices became 307 and 225 respectively. By 1935-36 the number of letter boxes became 522 

and the Anchal Offices 344. 

 By 1946-47, there were 202 departmental and 194 non-departmental Anchal Offices 

totalling 396. The number of letter boxes was 650. 

 To begin with, the sorting of the mail was carried out by the Anchal Masters. The mails were 

conveyed through the Mail Runners or ‘Anchalkaran’. Runners were required to traverse 2 miles 

an hour and they were penalised by a fine of one chuckram (2 1/2anna) for every hour delayed. 

The fine was 2 chuckrams if the mail delayed was ‘express’. 

 Letters were initially received direct by the Anchal Masters. The Anchal Masters were 

authorised to receive letters from members of the public after satisfying their genuineness for 

transmission. The exact date of the installation of the letter boxes is not readily traceable in 

records. According o V. Nagam Aiya, ‘Diwan Peshcar’, Pillar Letter Boxes were introduced in 1888-

89. The Piller Letter Boxes were known as ‘Anchalkutti’ in Malayalam. With the introduction of 

postage stamps, the planting of the letter boxes became common and letter boxes were planted 

at importance places. The Pillar Anchal Letter boxes were painted in green colour. 

 There were reciprocal arrangements for the free transmission for privileged mail between 

Travancore and Cochin.

COLLECTION OF MAIL  

SORTING AND TRANSMISSION  

 In 1868-69, a Boat Transit’ was sanctioned from Trivandrum to Shoranore which was the 

nearest station at the Madras Railway. The distance of this line was about 180 miles. The Sircar 

Transit Agency was for the conveyance of parcels. The establishment of the Boat Transit was 

attached to the State Anchal Department with Headquarters at Tivandrum. The line between 

Shoranore and ‘Karuvapadantha’ of 41 miles was covered by Bullock carts and country canoes. 

There were 10 Transit Agency Stations at Tivandrum, ‘Warkalay, Quilon, ‘Ambalapulay’, Allepoey, 

Vycome’, Cochin, ‘Karuvapadantha’ (also known as Karupadanna), ‘Trichoor’ and ‘Shoranoor’. Of 

these, Shoranoor was in Malabar District of Madras Presidency and the first six stations were in 

Travancore and the other three stations were in Cochin State. 
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 The Travancore Anchal Department maintained a Railway Mail Service from Trivandrum to 

Shencottah. The railway line owned by the State was leased to the Madras Railway for operation. 

The railway line between Tinnavely and Quilon was opened for traffic on 26th November, 1904. 

The actual date of commencement of the Anchal Railway Mail Service is not known. It would 

appear that the Railway Mail Service commenced functioning after the opening of the Shencotah 

Quilon section in 1904 and Quilon-Tivandrum Beach section in 1918 respectively. The running of 

the Anchal Mail Service from Thampanur to Shencotah commenced after the line was connected 

to Thampanur (Trivandrum Central) in 1931.

 With the introduction of the State Transport Bus Service from 21st February, 1938, the Bus 

services were utilised for mail conveyance to various places not connected by rail. 

 In 1935-36 the total length of the mail line became 1515 miles consisting of runner service 

for 876 miles, Motor Bus Service for 522 miles, Motor Boat Service for 18 miles and Railway 

Service for 99 miles. 

 By 1946-47 the mail conveyance was made by Railways for 99 miles, by boats for 18 miles, 

by motor buses for 965.75 miles and by runners or 743 miles totalling 1825.75 miles

 In 1871-72, date stamps were supplied to important offices. The next year (1872-73) clocks 

were also supplied. The articles posted were dates tamped before transmission. Different kinds 

of stamps and seals were used indicating various services. 

 The number of letters transmitted by the Anchal Department during 1935-36 was over 

225 lakhs. 

 There were 111 Anchal mail lines as per the Anchal Mail Time Table. 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICES OF TRAVANCORE ANCHAL

 Articles were delivered through the ‘Anchal Sepoys’. The Anchal Masters also conducted 

the duties of Delivery Peons in addition to their duties. The services of ‘Viruthikars’ (Service Inam 

Land holders) were utilised at important stations. The official covers were delivered only by the 

Anchal Masters. 

DELIVERY OF LETTERS

 In the capital, services of the delivery peons were utilised. The Delivery Peons were known as 

‘Chilavu. Sadhanakkar’, meaning those who deliver Sadhanams’. The communication addressed 

by the subordinate offices to the Diwan and other superior officers were known as ‘Sadhanams’

 The window delivery facility was also provided by the Anchal Offices. A fee of Re. 1/- per 

month was levied for using the Tapal Boxes.
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 During 1861-62 (1037 ME), the system of charging for rural delivery namely ‘Nadakuly’ 

was introduced. The rate was ½ (Half) chuckram per letter per mile on letters delivered beyond 

a radius of 2 miles from the Anchal Offices. However the Nadakuly system for rural delivery was 

abolished in 1899-1900.

 In 1894-95 a “Dead Letter Office’ was opened for disposing of the articles which could not 

be delivered. The Anchal Offices undertook the responsibility of re-directing the articles free of 

charge. The Anchal Offices also undertook the responsibility of keeping the articles in deposit for 

7 days in respect of articles the addressees of which had left without instructions. However, the 

articles with marking ‘to await arrival’ were kept in deposit for a period of 1 month. 

 All Anchal Offices performed money order business whereas insurance business was 

carried out in a few selected offices only. The Savings Bank work was done in many of offices. 

During 1937-38, of the 356 Anchal Offices, only 144 performed Savings Bank work. The insurance 

work was done only by 20 offices. The number of articles issued during that year was 215 lakhs. 

 The Melvicharippukar appointed in 1844, besides being a General Superintendent 

presumably exercised a sort of magisterial authority inflicting corporal punishment on delinquent 

runners. The ‘Sekharippus’ were entrusted with the duty of disbursing pay to the establishments.

 By 1946-47 the number of offices performing savings bank work became 166 but the 

number of offices doing insurance work remained as 20. 

DEAD LETTER OFFICE 

RESTRICTION IN FUNCTIONS

STAFF FUNCTIONS OF THE TRAVANCORE ANCHAL

 According to the Travancore Anchal Manual Vol.1, the Anchal Superintendent was 

responsible for personnel management of the staff working under him such as appointments, 

postings, transfers and settling personal cases and claims on service matters. He also functioned 

as the disciplinary authority in respect of the staff appointed by him. The inspection of the offices 

in detail, at least once in a year, was another important function of the Superintendent and he 

was to spend not less than 130 days in camp. Giving transit contracts, exercising financial powers 

on petty construction and repairs, fixing cash balances of the Anchal Offices were certain other 

important functions of the Anchal Superintendent.

 The complaints against the services were transmitted free to the Anchal Superintendent 

who dealt with them. 

 The Inspectors (during 1861-62) were to inspect offices and make reports to the 

Superintendent in addition to the disbursement of pay of the runners and members of the 

outstation establishment.

 The Anchal Inspector being the Chief Officer of the Anchal Sub Division could appoint 

Anchalmen, runners and packers and could exercise disciplinary powers.     
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 In the beginning, the Anchal Department was in the immediate, control of the Diwan. There 

were a few main lines connecting the principal stations in the interior of the state with the seat of 

the Government.

 The Department functioned in the Huzur Cutcherry. The state was divided into two Anchal 

Divisions in 1790 (965 ME). One Division was extending from Thovala to Varkala and the other 

from Quilon to Parur. Each Division was under a ‘Melvicharippu’ or Superintendent. The monthly 

pay of the Melvicharippu was 66 Fanams (about Rs.9, Annas 6). 

 The establishment of the Meivicharippu consisted of a clerk on 22 ½  ‘Fanams’, a Daffadar 

on 15 ‘Fanams’ and a Peon on 18 ‘Fanams’. The Daffadar in addition to his pay enjoyed free meals. 

The number of Anchal Offices became 51 and this necessitated formation of one more Division by 

1809. 

 The expenditure of the Department during that year was 54,359 ½ Fanams. (Rs.7,765 and 

18 chuckrams). 

STRUCTURE OF THE TRAVANCORE  ANCHAL  DEPARTMENT

 The monthly pay of the Head of the Anchal Department was raised from 65 Fanams to 

ns.300/- when Mr. Harison, a former employee of the East India Company was appointed to the 

post on the recommendation of Col. Munro in 1818 (993 ME). Mr.Harison was given a Personal 

Assistant to help him in the management of the Department. Later on when the post was given 

to an Indian, the pay was reduced from 2100 Fanams to 147 3/8 Fanams. The expenditure of the 

Department in 1826 (1001 ME) was slightly over Rs. 1100/-.

 According to Sri Nagam Aiya, the establishment of the Anchal formed part of the Huzur 

Rayasam Department in’ 1844. The establishment consisted of one Melishaippukar on 147 Fanams 

(Rs.21/-), two ‘Sekhaippus’ on 45 Fanams (Rs. 6 ½) and two clerks, one cashier, two peons 47 

‘Anchalpillamars (Anchal Masters) and 170 Runners. 

 The pay of the ‘Aichapillamars’ varied from 15 Fanams (Rs.2/-) to 25 Fanams (Rs3 ½. 

The wages of the runners varied from 10 Fanams (Rs.1 ½) to 25 Fanams (Rs.3 ½). There were 

46 Anchal Stations during that year.

 In 1860-61 a Superintendent was appointed on a monthly salary of Rs.40/- Next year 4 

Inspectors were also appointed. In 1875 the salaries of the runners on the main line were revised. 

Travelling Allowance was sanctioned to the Anchal Inspectors. In the same year a large number of 

Delivery Peons were entertained and to supervise their work 5 Anchal Overseers, were appointed 

on payment of Rs.10/- each.

 In 1881 an officer of the British Postal Department was appointed as the Head of the 

Department on a monthly   salary of Rs.100/-.   A revision   of the   salary of the establishment   

took   place   in 1881-82.  By 1905   the   salary   of   the Superintendent had gone upto Rs.250/- 

per month. Under him there were 6 Inspectors also.
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 According to the Travancore Anchal Manual Vol.1 the establishment of the Anchal 

Superintendent’s office consisted of an Anchal Inspector in charge of the office assisted by 1 Head 

Clerk, 1 Head Accountant, 35 clerks including Store Keeper and Typist, 1 Daffadar, 6 peons and 1 

packer. 

 “The Dead Letter Office was also functioning under the Superintendent and this was run by 

a Head Clerk, one’ Assistant Clerk and a Mochee. 

 According to the Travancore Directory 1938, the Anchal Department then headed by the 

Anchal Superintendent had eight divisions in charge of Inspectors, The Inspectors were in Grade I 

and II. The Anchal Divisions were   Padmanabhapuram   Trivandrum,   Quilon,    Mavelikara, Alleppey, 

Kottayam, Muvatupuzha and High Range. There were 6 Head Offices under Padmanabhapuram, 

5 under Tivandrum, 5 under Quilon, 7 under   Mavelikara, 4   under   Alleppey, 3   under   Kottayam, 

5   under Muvattupuzha and 2 under High Range. 

 During the Anchal period, a system somewhat similar to the present Grameen Dak Sevak 

(GDS) Sysem earlier known as Extra Department system was in existence. In 1862-63 when the 

Branch Offices were thrown open for the transmission of letters to the public, a ‘Gumastha’ or Clerk 

of Taluk Cutcherry was entrusted with the charge of collecting letters. Such letters were despatched 

to the nearest Anchal Office. Letters received from the nearest Anchal Office for delivery at the 

station were delivered through Viruthikars’ and Peons attached to those ‘Cutcherries’. Anchal 

Masters were appointed only when the quantity of the work increased.

ANCHAL FACULTIES IN THE VILLAGES 

 In 1897-98 many Village Offices were started under the charge of Local School Masters. 

It is to be presumed that this system continued for quite some time. 

SOME SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE TRAVANCORE ANCHAL 

 Side-by-side with the Travancore Anchal Offices, British Post Offices also existed in the 

Travancore and Cochin States.

 The Travancore Anchal system was however totally independent of the British Postal 

System and the British Government. There were separate Letter Boxes for the Anchal, painted 

in green colour for easy distinction from the British post office Letter Boxes painted in red colour. 

There was no reciprocal system of services between Travancore Anchal and the Indian Post 

Offices maintained by the British. Letters to British territory posted in the Anchal Letter Boxes 

were returned to the senders. The auricles posted in the Anchal Letter boxes with Indian stamps 

and articles posed in the British Boxes with Anchal Stamps were taxed double the postage of the 

corresponding system. The refused articles were returned to the senders or disposed of by the 

Dead Letter Offices. 

 The Anchal Department was a Quasi-Commercial one and was working on profit to the 

Government. 
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 The Anchal Department had maintained low postage rates and provided more facilities 

like space for communication in the Hundi form. In the words of Sri T.K.Velu Pillai, “the rates have 

been modified from time to time but cheapness of service has been a primary factor kept in view 

in fixing the rates. The Travancore Anchal was the cheapest postal system in India”. 

 The Travancore Anchal had to run the service in stiff competition with the British Postal 

System. People preferred the facilities of the Anchal Department considering the low postage rates 

and efficiency. The public utilised the facilities of the British Postal System only for correspondence 

outside the State. The Anchal, however, had arrangements for exchanging letters with the Cochin 

State.

 According to Sri. Nagam Aiya, the Travancore Anchal Department was one of the best 

managed Departments in the State.

 On 1st July 1949 the United States of Travancore and Cochin, later on known as Travancore 

Cochin State, was formed by the integration of the State of Travancore and Cochin. 

 Even after independence the Anchal System continued. Anchal system of Travancore-.

Cochin State continued on an agency basis till its integration with the Postal System of the Union 

of India in 1951.

 Even after independence the Anchal System continued. Anchal system of Travancore-.

Cochin State continued on an agency basis till its integration with the Postal System of the Union 

of India in 1951.
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“Stamp collecting is rich in history and covers virtually every topic, from cartoons to famous 

actors, politicians, cars, trains, planes, boats, motorcycles, dinosaurs, kings and queens, princes 

and princesses, historical events, plants, animals, and so much more.”

                                                                                                                                  - William F Sharpe

STAMPING UP CHILDREN’S DAY: CHILDREN ON INDIAN 
POSTAGE STAMPS OF INDIA

 Stamp Collecting is an incredible hobby for nearly all ages. Indeed not many hobbies can 
be compared with the great flexibility of stamp collecting. The collection and study of postage 
stamps is called ‘Philately’. Philately is as much about people as it is about stamps. Georges 
Herpin, a philatelic writer, coined used term ‘philatélie’ in 1864; in Greek, ‘philos’ meaning loving 
and ‘atelia’ meaning collection of stamps.

 One can collect stamps all 12 months of the year regardless of  where ever you are and 
does not require any extraordinary skills or immense wealth. It is even notable that even from little 
kids to adults collect them all though their lifetime and are appealing to look at and fun to collect.

 Stamp collection can be looked through two different dimensions where with the production 

characteristics and functional parameters of the stamp from a traditional point of view and on 

other side we can look at as the design and educational impact of stamps from a thematic (or 

topical) philately. Both see stamps not just a postal stationery or mere history of a letter, but 

showcases the history, culture, achievements, triumphs of a nation. 

Sudeesh P M

 The most widely used class of philately, which is considered as the oldest is that of collecting 

stamps. Over the years however more categories have evolved such as First Day Covers, Special 

Covers, Maximum Cards etc. Traditional philately deals with the collection of stamps, souvenir 

sheets (miniature) and FDCs whereas thematic philately has a completely different approach 

to postal collectibles compared to the Traditional Philately. The philatelist sees the thematic 

perspective of the philatelic object, the philatelist collects such postal items illustrating something 

specific, for example Birds, Flowers, Animals etc . 
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CHILDREN IN INDIA

“Every child comes with the message that God is not yet discouraged of man.”

                                                                                               — Rabindranath Tagore

 Yesterday, children were a part of the gamut from babyhood to adulthood from girl-child 

to woman; from boy-child to man. Children grow, develop & learn throughout their lives from 

birth & infancy to adulthood. Childhood is an important stage of human development as it holds 

the potential to the future of any society. Children who are brought up in an environment which 

is helpful to their intellectual, physical and social development will go on to be responsible and 

productive part of the society. Thus every society links its future to the present status of its children.

 As per United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), a universal definition 

of “child” includes all persons under the age of 18, unless the age of majority is attained earlier 

under national legislation.  UNCRC is a human rights treaty which sets out the civil, political, 

economic, social, health and cultural rights of children.  Adopted in 1989, the UNCRC calls on 

all sectors of society to work together to protect childhood so that young people may grow up 

to become productive adults. The Convention was created to uphold the most basic rights of 

children, such as their right to an identity, health care, education and safety.

 India is also home to the largest number of children (39% of the population) in one single 

country in the entire world significantly larger than the number in China.  There are 472 million 

children in India under the age of 18 years, representing 39% of the country’s total population. A 

large percentage, 29% constitute children between the ages of 0 to 6 years. In addition, 73% of 

children in India are living in rural areas, often have limited access to fundamental needs such as 

nutrition, access to healthcare, education, and protection. 

 Childhood is one of the best parts of life for every one of us- full of life, innocence, playfulness, 

joy and freedom. Indeed, it is rightly said by Nobel Laureate Satyarthi  that “Childhood means 

simplicity. Look at the world with the child’s eye - it is very beautiful.

 The Indian Constitution through the Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State 

Policy provides a legal framework for protection of children and their rights in the country. Apart 

from these, certain legislations deal specifically with the protection of children, for instance, 

 Today, nearly all cultures share the view that children are more vulnerable. She/he is 

physically and psychologically and the less able to fend for herself/himself. Age limits are a formal 

reflection of society’s judgement about the evolution of children’s capacities and responsibilities. 

Almost everywhere, age limits formally regulate children’s activities: when they can leave school; 

when they can marry; when they can vote; when they can be treated as adults by the criminal 

justice system; when they can join the armed forces; and when they can work. But age limits differ 

from activity to activity, and from country to country. (Bajpai, 2007)

INDIA: TOWARDS SAFE & HAPPY CHILDHOOD
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the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, Protection of Child Rights Act 2005, 

the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2006, the proposed Immoral Traffic 

(Prevention) Amendment Bill 2006, and Offences against Children Bill 2009. Certain States have 

also introduced proactive policies, programmes and legislation to this effect.

 The National Plan of Action (NPA) for Children, 2016 also addresses the issues related to 

child protection 11 with particular emphasis on abolishing female feticide, female infanticide and 

child marriage and ensuring the survival, development and protection of the girl child, addressing 

and upholding the rights of children in difficult circumstances and securing for all children legal 

and social protection from all kinds of abuse, exploitation and neglect. 

 The United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child (UNCRC), to which India is a signatory, 

refers to basic human rights that should be accorded to children to provide them opportunities to 

reach their full potential. As per Article 51 (c) of the Constitution of India, the State is required to 

respect international law, treaty, obligations and concomitantly, the Government of India and the 

state governments are obligated to fulfill the commitments contained in the Convention.

 The 54 articles in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child are divided into 

four groups that involve Survival, Protection, Development and Participation. Its major principles 

recognize the child as a person with evolving capacities. Each country that has ratified the treaty 

has to form its own legislation that encompasses the care, protection and freedoms of children 

at any age. Article 3 states that “in all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public 

or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, 

the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration.

 The concept of children’s rights was first discussed by the League of Nations in 1924. In 

1978, Poland issued a formal proposal to the United Nations (UN) for the formation of legally 

binding rights of children. To develop this set of rights, the UN formed a working group including 

different nations, cultures and religions. The group worked on the project for 10 years until, in 1989, 

it presented the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Similar to human rights, 

children’s rights define basic standards to allow them to live and grow up in dignity. Historically, 

the rights of child aimed to protect children from abuse and neglect and to provide for basic 

maintenance. In most nations, parents and ultimately the state held some legal responsibility to 

provide protection, food and shelter. Participation rights, which involve children asserting claims 

to adult liberties, appeared in conjunction with the human rights movement in the second half of 

the 20th century. 

20th November is celebrated as Universal Children’s Day across the world whereas 14th 

November is celebrated as Children’s Day in India.

CHILDREN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS IN INDIA 

 It was recommended by the United Nations General Assembly that a day should be set 

aside to celebrate children around the world in 1954. The aim was that Children’s Day would 

be seen as a symbol of worldwide fraternity and understanding, and also be an opportunity 
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to promote the welfare of children.  The Assembly by resolution 836(IX) of 14 December 1954 

adopted 20th November as “Universal Children’s Day.” Since 1990, Universal Children’s Day also 

marks the anniversary of the date that the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the 

Rights of the Child in 1959, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989.

 Department of Posts (earlier Department of Posts and Telegraph), Government of India 

has since the year 1957 been bringing out special stamps to mark the observance of Children’s 

Day each year on the 14th November. Stamps issued on this occasion are the only stamps which 

are not designed by professional stamp designers of Department of Posts but also by children.

 Universally, Children’s Day is celebrated on 20th November, every year to celebrate 

childhood and promote international togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and 

improving children’s welfare. Prior to 1959 Children’s Day was universally celebrated in the month 

of October. This was first celebrated in the year 1954, as decided by the UN General Assembly. 

 Children’s Day for the first time (post-Independence) was celebrated by then Department 

of Posts and Telegraph, Government of India with release of set of three Children’s Day stamps for 

the first time on 14th November 1957was a red-letter day in the history of Children’s Day 

celebrations in India. The then President of India, Dr Rajendra Prasad, said in his address that 

no programme of social welfare could be complete unless there was place for child welfare in it.

 Mr. V.M.Kulkarni, a United Nations Social Welfare Fellow who was carrying out a study on the 

rehabilitation of children in 1951 who had taken to crime in the UK realised that there was no system or 

institution to take care of the less-privileged children of India. In England, June 19, Queen Elizabeth 

II’s birthday, is observed as Flag Day to raise money for “Save the Child Fund”.  Inspired by this, 

Kulkarni presented a report to the UN in which he recommended that Pandit Nehru’s birthday could 

well be marked as Flag Day for collecting funds for non-government organisations working for child 

welfare in India. Pandit Nehru’s consent was sought who was embarrassed at first but conceded 

reluctantly. An International fair was organised by the Indian Council for Child Welfare (ICCW) in 1951.

 Children’s day is known as ‘Bal Divas’, In India is celebrated on November 14th every year on 

the birthday of Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawahrlal Nehru fondly 

called as “Chacha Nehru” by children which means Uncle Nehru. Pandit Jawahrlal Nehru who was 

very fond of children, and saw them as buds in a garden wrote a letter addressing to the children 

of India in 1949. It said “I like being with children and talking to them, and even more, playing with 

them. For a moment I forget that I am terribly old and that it is a very long time ago since I was a 

child.”  He believed that children are the future of the nation, and should be treated with complete 

care, affection and love. Here is the story of how Children’s Day celebrations began in our country. 

 Children’s Day stamps were created using photographs until 1966, Department of Posts 

started using designs of drawings and paintings made by children instead of using photographs 

that were selected from all over India. Until 1971 the stamps were printed in single colour, except 

stamp of 1962. From 1973 onwards Department of Posts started issuing multi-colour stamps. 

Various themes connected with care and well being of children have been showcased very 

beautifully to spread messages on Child Health, Child Rights, Child Nutrition among the public.
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• Interestingly, India’s First Children’s Day Stamps set of 3 stamps The Boy, Girl and Toy 

released in 1957.

• In 1971, Department of Post started to use drawings and paintings by children selected as a 

part of contest selected from all over India replacing usage of photograph.

• Until 1971 the stamps were printed in single colour, except stamp of 1962 and it became 

multi-colour from 1973.

• Stamps are works of art that tell stories and record history, while connecting people from 

all communities and inspire people across lands have long been recognised as paper 

ambassadors. Children’s Philately is a fascinating branch of thematic philately studying 

of postage stamps that represent themes related to Children. One can form a variety 

of collections on Children themes. Hundreds of stamps on children are being issued by 

Department of Posts comprising of a vast variety of topics showcasing Childhood is the most 

beautiful of all life’s seasons like Child Health, Child Rights, Child Nutrition to mention a few.

Of childhood nostalgia and Child Health, Child Nutrition, Child Rights; beautiful life of a Child with 

struggles and hurdles: What Stamps on Children released commemorating Children’s Day in 

our country is all about!

STAMPING UP CHILDREN’S DAY: CHILDREN ON INDIAN POSTAGE 
STAMPS OF INDIA 

THEMES OF STAMPS RELEASED ON THE OCCASION
OF CHILDREN’S DAY IN INDIA (1957-2018) 

1957:Nutrition, Education, Recreation

1958: Nurse & Child

1959: Boys awaiting for admission at a children home.

1960: Equal importance to study & recreation

1961: Vocational Training

1962: Passing The Flag to Youth

1963: School Meals

1964:  Obverse of 1 Rupee Coin of Jawaharlal Nehru

1966:  Infant & Dove Emblem

1971:  Women at Work

1973:  Children at Play

1974: Cat

1975: Cow

1976:  Loyal Mongoose
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1977: Cats and Friends 

1978: Two Friends

1980: Girls Dancing

1981: Toy seller

1982: Mother and Child

1983: Women and Child at Festival

1984: Forest

1985:  School Girl using Computer

1986:  Girl Rock Climber

1987: My Home

1990: Doll and Cat

1991:  Happy Children in Colourful dress

1992: The Sun

1993:  International Film festival for Children Mascot Gajju & Children

1994:  Me & My Pals

1995:  Children in circle

1996:  Indian Village

1997:  Chacha Nehru with Child

1998:  Empowered Girl Empowered Society

1999:  Let us Live Tomorrow

2000: My Best Friend

2001:  Role of Information Technology in bringing the world Together

2002: Holi

2004: My Village

2005: Vijaya Dashmi Procession

2006: My Mythological Hero – Krishna & Karna

2007:  The Magic of the Night

2008: India of My Dream and Communal Harmony

2009: Save Tiger Campaign and Preserve Wild Life

2010:  Dolls, Kite, Pin wheels, Puppets

2011:  Save Tiger

2012:  Future Post Office

2013:  Holiday

2015:  Play

2016:  Picnic

2017:  Nest 

2018:  Communal Harmony
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FIRST INDIAN CHILDREN’S DAY STAMPS: THE BOY, GIRL AND TOY

Set of 3 Children’s Day Stamps of 1957 showcases the impact of quality education, 
nutrition and  recreation for every child to achieve their full potential

 Two of the three stamps issued on Children’s Day in 1957- a 8 nP stamp showing little 

boy namely Shekhar Borkar eating a banana, a 15   nP stamp depicting a little girl namely Rita 

Malhotra writing on a slate and a 90nP stamp with a terra cotta horse on it highlighting the 

impact of nutritional, recreational and educational aspects for every child to achieve their full 

potential. The stamp was created from a candid photograph of an eight-year boy Shekhar Borker 

which was selected from 10000 entries. Little Shekhar became famous as ‘Banana Boy’ after the 

stamp was released.  

HOW MANY CHILDREN’S DAY STAMPS ARE THERE?

 The Postage Stamps on Children’s Day are released once a year commemorating Children’s 

day on November 14 of every year in India. There over fifty stamps being released for Children’s 

Day in India since 1957.  Unfortunately there were no stamps issued on the occasion of Children’s 

Day in 1965, 1967, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1979, 1988, 1989, 2003 and 2014. However in 1988 

and 1989 stamps were issued on Jawaharlal Nehru on 14th November to mark his Birth Centenary.

Children’s Day Celebrations 1957: First Day Cover with stamps Boy, Girl &  Toy 
showcases a girl child reading a book.
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 Children’s Day Stamps showing good education, health facilities, shelter, nourishment 

and nutrition (varied and balanced diet) are essential for children to reach their full potential, 

while safe and well-maintained housing is necessary to ensuring their development. It is a reality 

that access to health, education, nutrition in India remains a very problematic and key barrier 

to realizing children’s rights.  In 1963, a commemorative 15 paisa stamp issued showcased 

children receiving nutritious school meals being implemented by Govt. of India towards improving 

the nutritional status of primary school children.  Indeed, educating young minds in their formative 

years is what will develop their reasoning power, secure their future and help them take the right 

decisions in life. 

 A 15 paisa stamp issued in 1960  showing equal importance to study and recreation while a 

stamp issued in 1961 highlights that apart from Education, Vocational /skill-based training  helps 

youth to acquire practical experience and learn modern methods of diverse vocations is also 

essential so that children become independent once they grow up and be self-reliant.

 Children’s Day Stamps showing play is so is essential to development and well-being of 

children in contributing to cognitive, physical, social, and emotional well-being of children. Toys 

that engage the body, mind, and imagination, still hold a larger place in the hearts of children, 

despite the pervasiveness of digital devices. While both an object and means for playing, children 

relates to toys, encouraging representation and expressions of apprehended aspects of their 

reality and putting children in contact with reproductions of the world around. 
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 Interestingly, Department of Posts released 4 colourful stamps (denomination Rs. 5 each) 

and a miniature sheet to mark children’s day in 2010 depicting ‘Dolls – Kite – Pin wheels – Puppets’ 

all have the potential to become an infinite fountain of fun and learning for children.

 Children’s Day Stamps showing Republic of India-Bharat; our country is a beautiful land 

of diverse cultures, customs, beliefs, traditions and religions. From the raging Indian flag, to 

communal harmony, lovely villages to the Mythological Hero – Krishna & Karna; our country is a 

beautiful land is our strength.

 In a country like India, where several religions co-exist, it is natural to see instances of 

communal tension and religious apathy. But amidst all this, what makes us stronger are the times 

when different religious groups come together to support each other,  Department of Posts has 

a set of two stamps (denomination 15 Rs. each) and a miniature sheet with a strong message 

depicting ‘Communal Harmony’ on the occasion of Children’s Day on 14th November 2018. 

 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (14 November 1889 – 27 May 1964) - India’s first Prime Minister was 

a multi-feceted personality and a central figure in Indian politics before and after independence. 

He emerged as the paramount leader of the Indian Independance Movement under the tutelage 

of Mahatma Gandhi and ruled India from its establishment as an independent nation in 1947 until 

his death in 1964.

 On November 1964, a Stamp and First Day Cover was issued on the occasion of Children’s 

Day and 75th Birth Anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru & a stamp released in 1997 to mark Children’s 

day clearly showcases Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru love for children. 

 Children’s Day Stamps showing technology is an increasingly important part of children’s 

lives and fundamental to the way that they communicate, learn and develop. Children’s Day 

stamp released in 1985 showcased a girl child at a school using a computer.
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 Children’s Day Stamps showing children can learn a lot from their relationship with animals 

providing enormous benefits for the child’s social, emotional and cognitive development. Cow, 

Cat, Hen, Mongoose, Tiger, Elephant, Birds, Deer are some animals faeatured as stamps released 

during Children’s Day. 

 Interestingly, Children’s Day stamp released in 1993 saw was a happy convergence of 

Children’s day and inauguration of the prestigious biennial International Film festival for Children 

and Young People (ICYP) held in Udaipur highlighting 8th I’CYP mascot Elephant ‘Gajju.’ The stamp 

showcased message that “endearing to children the world over, an elephant evokes friendly awe, 

admiration and even a strange fascination. It also symbolises an uncanny memory of things past... 

the rendering is spontaneous, free of all rules and as asymmetrical as a child’s thinking”

 In a bid to spread awareness on Tigers, one of the most endangered species in the world 

and on the verge of extinction, Department of Posts released two postage stamps (denomination 

of Rs. 5 and Rs. 20) and miniature sheet showcasing “Save the Tiger” on the occasion of Children’s 

day in 2011.

 Even today, Girl Children are treated differently in India. Children’s Day Stamps being 

released on Girl Child calls for the need to empower Girl child as they are powerful agents of 

change, and uphold equal rights, education, respect etc.

 A stamp issued in 1985 showcased a girl child at a school learning to operate the computer 

and another multicolour stamp released in 1986 depicting a girl rock climber tries to encourage 

young girls to follow their dreams and not stick to conventions that are laid down by the society.
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 On 14th November 2017, Department of Posts released a set of two stamps (denomination 

of Rs. 15 each) and 2 miniature Sheet, 10 Maxim cards, a FDC depicting a nest as a shelter 

built by certain animals and birds to hold eggs, off-spring and, occasionally, the animal/

bird itself closely associated with children live under parental care at their house, under 

school authorities during their school time and during the leisure time they are under care 

of grandparents/maternal parents or relatives.  Nest building is driven by a biological urge 

known as the nesting instinct in birds and mammals. Generally each species has a distinctive 

style of nest. Little children always live under the parental care at their house, under school 

authorities during school time and during leisure time under the watchful care of their grand-

parents or relatives/friends of the family.

 Children’s Day Stamps showing dynamic relation between mother and children and 

Parental love and care for their child. The Stamps released in 1982 depicts how a child’s life 

revolves around his or her mother. Or perhaps a mother’s life revolves around her children. The 

love of a mother for her child is so beautiful, so powerful and sacred, it is almost impossible to 

capture it in words. 

 The First Day Cover (FDC) - In the left shows a bird nest with three juveniles and an adult 

keeping watch. At the top right hand corner are affixed the two stamps of 1500 Paise or Rs.15/-

each. The Cancellation Handstamp is marked “Baal Divas” (in Hindi) and “Children’s Day” (in 

English). The Cancellation Handstamp has a bird’s nest in the centre and is dated “14.11.2017”. In 

the top centre is the logo of the “Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan” (meaning “Clean India Mission”) with 

its slogan “Ek Kadam Swachta Ki Ore” (meaning “A step towards cleanliness”)
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 The Stamps released marking Children Day on ‘Nature’ depicts Children’s natural affinity 

to nature. Children are fascinated by it, attracted to it, and eager to explore it and the Stamps try 

to open children’s eyes to the wonders of nature and improve awareness of natural surroundings 

among school-children, so as to inculcate a habit of protecting our natural resources and 

preventing any damage to the eco-systems, which in turn sustain the life cycles of the associated 

fauna. These stamps makes so much impact today our Children live in a time when getting into 

nature is more and more difficult; a life filled with screens and instant gratification, long work days, 

and long schools days, their time spent in nature tends to fall by the wayside. 

 Picnics, touts, trips, excursions are part of our life and for children it provides an inevitable 

opportunity to study the life, nature, life and everything outdoors around them which can 

contribute towards child’s physical health, development and self-confidence and it’s great fun 

too. Two commemorative postage stamps, Miniature sheet, FDC were issued by Department of 

Posts on 14th November 2016 depicting the importance of Picnic for children. 

 2019 marks two momentous occasion for children and their rights as we are celebrating 

30 years of Child Rights Convention and 70 years of United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in 

India. The Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications, Government of India partnering with 

UNICEF organized a Children’s Day Stamp design competition for children across India on the 

theme of Child Rights.
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SPECIAL POSTAL COVER RELEASED ON THE OCCASION OF 

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN DAY 2017 IN THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A Special cover depicting the protection of child rights is vital and parents, teachers, and 
society have the responsibility to ensure that children are given proper care and their 

rights are protected was released on the occasion of Universal Children’s Day 2017 by the 
Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (KeSCPCR) in association with the 

Postal Department in Thiruvananthapuram.

Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan Hon’ble Chief Minister releasing a special postal cover brought out 
by the Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (KeSCPCR) in association 
with the Postal Department in Thiruvananthapuram. Prof. C. Ravindranath   Minister for 
Education, Govt. of Kerala, Shoba Koshy, then Chairperson of KeSCPCR, Secretary and 

members of KeSCPCR were present on the occasion.
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 It is very interesting to quote that “Childhood is like a mirror, which reflects in afterlife 

the images first presented to it. The first thing continues forever with the child. The first joy, the 

first sorrow, the first success, the first failure, the first achievement, the first misadventure.”  The 

Stamps released commemorating Children’s Day in India brings those memories together, one 

tends to reminiscence about one’s childhood and everything that goes with it. Each of the stamps 

illustrates montage of children having the time of their life, without a care in the world. 

 Children are the biggest victims of conflict the world over, with widespread violation of their 

rights and even their rights are being denied. Malala’s struggle for education is denial of child 

rights. Making children work instead of sending them to school was yet another violation of child 

rights. 

 In India, Children living in rural areas (high percentage) often result in negative repressions 

in terms of children accessing fundamental rights but with nearly half a billion children in this 

country, a lot more remains to be done to ensure the survival, growth and development. Children 

in India continue to face challenges in attaining these rights, particularly those related to access 

to education, forced labour, and child marriage. 

 Though, the Philately as a hobby is in transition in this fast paced world with changing 

technology and other factors. The educational value of thematic philately is unrecognised to a 

larger extent i.e., its unique learning opportunity with interesting stories, by researching the history 

of a person, place, or event featured in effect bolstering knowledge about different subjects 

provides opportunity to collect and to learn in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. In addition, it 

cultivates a meticulous and focussed attention to detail. 

 Stamps as a promotional tool on children is particularly useful and to reach out to general 

public effectively. The motivation behind each of these stamps is the advancement of various 

aspect of children. It is notable that Department of Posts have issued a good number of stamps 

on children theme showcasing Children and variety of aspects relevant to children that have 

been highlighted reflecting policy, recognition, and emphasis given to the different areas of child 

health, child development, and child rights in India. These stamps records milestones as major 

successions achieved for the children in the country and demonstrate the wide scope of children 

as a theme. 
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 THE FATHER of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated on January 30, 1948 in New 

Delhi, Mahatma Gandhi introduced to the world the idea of Ahimsa(non-violence). He was a deeply 

religious man and practiced all the ideals of the Hindu religion all through his life. He said “Truth is 

the most important name of God”.

 Before we celebrated the first anniversary of our Independence, we lost our Father of Nation. 

So, as a token of the nations’ homage to Gandhiji, the Department of Posts and Telegraph issued 

a set of four stamps on August 15, 1948, coinciding with the first anniversary of Independence.

 The Stamps carried the picture of Gandhiji’s bust and the Rs. 10 Stamps, bigger in size, 

bore the profile of his face and was printed in double colour. These four stamps of Bapu have the 

following silent features:

 The set of four stamps is the mourning issue although  it was issued on the first anniversary 

of Independence in 1948.

 For the first time in the Indian Postal history, these were printed with photogravure process.

 The stamps were printed on unwater marked paper for the first time.

 Einstein had said for Mahatma Gandhi, “Generations to come will scarce believe that such 

a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth”.

PHILATELIC HOMAGE TO BAPU

Nand Kishore Agrawal

Banglore

+91 9945 395 760

 The coated pulp & silk fiber papers were used for printing these stamps.

  • For the first time trilingual inscriptions on stamps were seen. Bapu was writing in Hindi, 

Urdu and English.

  • Though Gandhiji fought for Swadeshi throughout his life his commemorative stamps were 

printed by a ‘Videshi’ (foreigner press)’ known as courvisier S.S la Chauz de fonds, Swritzerland.

  Gandhiji always used the cheapest mode of communication, that is ‘Postcard’but his 

stamps was issued in Rs.10 denomination (It was a very high value in those days)
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 • The date of birth and death of a person was written on the stamps for the first 

and last time.

 • These stamps were overprinted with ‘SERVICE’ by lithographic process in black 

by the India Security Press, Nasik and issued to the exclusive use of Governor General’s 

Secretariat.

 • The stamps was ‘specially prepared by the Indian Embassy in Switzerland for 

presentation by overprinted “specimen”.

 • The stamps were commemorative and it was against the philatelic ethics to 

overprint ‘service and specimen’.
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THE CONVENTIONAL STATES -POSTAL STATIONERY
A brief History  

Bhanu Prakash

+91 9447 946 661

 The study of postal stationery of convention states during British India period is a 

challenge since they are a part of classical philately. Only six Indian princely states were 

entered in to postal convention or agreement with British India postal authorities and they 

were philatelically known as convention states. As per the postal agreement these states 

were allowed to use existing adhesive postal stamps and postal stationeries of British India 

which were over printed with the name of the state and coat of arms , and can be used with 

in the state or from one conventional state to another or other places in British India. These 

conventional states were Patiala, Gwalior, Chamba, Nabba, Jind andFaridkot.

 All other princely states other than six conventional states were philatelically known as 

Feudatory states , Feudatory states issued their own postal stamps and postal stationery 

and the postage was limited to within the boarders of the respective states. But at the same 

time there were British India post offices in these Feudatory princely states and the stamps 

and postal stationery of British India were used to send postages to beyond the boundary of 

these states.

 The terms, concepts, and the postal stationery of these salute states or conventional 

states still remain a very less explored terrain on both historical and philatelic perspective 

though upon opening up multi dimensional avenues of serious research in to the social 

political, ethnic, historical and philatelic, ramifications of the same.`

 During the 1857 rebellion or later these states showed that they were very loyal and 

enjoyed British patronages and which led to the privilege from British raj- the signing of postal 

convention. Geographically Chamba was located the Himalayas. Gwalior was a central Indian 

states and others were SIS –Satluj states located  in East Punjab.

 An interesting fact that a special agreement was done between the princely states in 

Kerala ie Travancore and Cochin, and by that, they used their postel stationery for sending 

postage to both Travancore and cochin. 

 Patiala was the first convention state in 1884, followed by others- Nubha and  Jind 

in 1885, Chamba, Faridkot and Gwalior in 1887. The postal convention became invalid in 1st 

January 1951.
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    1. Jind  State

9 varieties of over prints are known. A,A2, B, BB ,C, D,  E, F,and G. Type A shows curved 

Jind state in stamp where as A2 shows a horizontal  Jind .Type E shows coat of arms 

without spade.

   2. Chamba  State 

Overprint varieties are A2 BB  and D. A2 shows irregular rays in stamp where as B shows 

regular rays in the sun.

     3. Faridkot State

It is noted only  two types of over Prints  B  and  BB. Type B shows arms in stamp colour 

and type BB coat of arms in black.

    4. Gwalior State

Largest convention state and the only state outside from Punjab among the convention 

States. Overprint types are A,B,BB,C,F,G,H,and J . Type J curved cobras facing in.

 ½  anna green on white overprint in black letter from Faridkot (8 
February  1890) Amritsar squared circle cancellation.

Unpaid card. ½  Anna. No Gwalior 
cancellation on stamp only one  
Bhopal cancellation sent from 

Gwalior State to Bhelsa.

Error in  cancellation  year,  in the 
Sambhar lake cancellation
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    5. Nabha State

Overprint types are A,B,BB,D,E,F,G and H

6. Patiala State 

Largest CIS state and it was the first Indian state to enter in to postal convention on 1st 

October 1884. Over print types are A, A2 (C) A2(S), B, C, D, D2, F and H

D L O Regd. letter  D L O Slip 
of Culcutta.

Parallelogram shaped unused card 
instead of rectangle  ¼  Anna. Wrappers  ½  anna.

 ½  Anna envelope Hindi  
inscription……………….. Instead of 

albino  inverted .
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POST CROSSING

K.K.Devis

Senior Superintendent

RMS ‘TV’ Division

Thiruvananthapuram-695 036

 Postcard is an open communication on a card of prescribed size. You all are familiar 

that from the time of introduction of Postal Department in India postcard is the cheapest 

mode of communication. Postcards are used for personal communication between familiar 

people and for official communication. At this age of latest and highly advanced technology, 

communication using postcards are also getting advanced through ‘Postcrossing’.

 After the introduction of Postcrossing in 2005 by Paulo Magalhães, a  Portuguese 

student, postcards started travelling from one country to another more usually than before. 

The most highlighted feature of Postcrossing is that there is no repetition. The goal of the 

Postcrossing project is to enable anyone to exchange postcards with random people around 

the world. That’s by using real mail, not email. 

 It is very easy to create a Postcrossing account by logging into the website www.

postcrossing.com. You need to provide your address so that you can receive postcards back.  

Postcrossing selects a random member for you to send a postcard. Their address and some 

profile details are shared with you. A Postcard ID is also provided; that’s a unique code that 

identifies the postcard that you are about to send. One thing you have to take care is that 

you have to register the postcard in the website, when you receive the same. That makes the 

sender the next person to be selected to receive a postcard. A person who communicates 

using the platform of postcrossing is called a ‘Postcrosser’.
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 According to latest statistics 7,88,628 postcrossers are there from 209 different 

countries. 5.46 crores postcards were received by the postcrossers across the world by now. 

In India, there are about 10,301 postcrossers. About 3,82,988 cards were communicated 

till date from India alone. Kochi International Mail Centre handles postcrossing postcards in 

Kerala.

 The tariff for sending a postcard through postcrossing to countries like Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan from India is only Rs.8/-. To send the same to other countries, 

you have to use postage stamps worth Rs.12/-.  

Get connected to the whole world by posting cards

physically and registering and monitoring

through webpage and email id.

Scan QR Code to view the  KERAPEX 2019 Souvenir online

https://keralapost.gov.in/Downloads/Kerapex2019/Kerapex_2019_Souvenir.pdf

or log on to
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